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tunity to do its work. It is a pity that hon.
members should be so pronc to the making
of comparisons between this State and Vie-
toria. There eould be ne two States more
dissimilar. It is like eomparing a camel and
a Cow.

The Minister
cow?d

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Vietoria. The mem-
ber for Perth may know Perth, but he docs
not know very mueh about the rest of the
State.  Im, say, Carnarvon the amendment
would close the hotels. There is wo population
in the immediate vicinity, but many miles
back are to be found the people who require
all the accommodation the existing hotels can
provide. I hope the clause will be agreed to.

Amendment pnt and negatived.
Mr. MANN: I move an amendment—

That the following be inserted to stand
as paragraph (b)—‘‘Ags soon as practic-
able after the 31st December, 1922, and
once in every six years thereafter to as-
certain the number of publicans’ general
licenses, hotel licenses, wayside house
licenses, and Australian wine and beoer 1i-
censes in each lieensing distriet, and the
approximate numkber of inhabitants in such

_ distriet, and having regard to all conditions
to fix the number of licenses necessary for
public convenience to be retained in such dis-
trict, and to certify the proportion between
the number of inhabitants in such district
and the number of licenses necessary to be re-
tained as aforesaid, and the number of in-
habitants per licensc so to be retained shall
be deemed the statutory number for such
district: And shall reduee the licenses in
such distriet to such statutory number.’’

I want to give the board direction how to

for Mines: Which is the

carry out their duties, and to preseribe how

the redaction shall take place.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The amendment is
absurd. In each district different principles
will apply and will vary almest from week
to week, If a goldficld wero to be discovered
close to a railway line, the board would say
the statutory number of licenses conld not
be exceeded. At Yalgoo there are five hotels
for about 100 people, yot if a new find were
te be made up there 20 or 30 miles out,
there might he an immediate demand for
10 hotels instead of the existing five.

Mr. Mann: The amendment direcis the
hoard to inquire inte all phasea of the ques-
tion.

Mr. WILLCOCK: To any case, the board
would have to go up there, make inquiries
and formally record their finding.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The amendment is im-
practicable. There are, along the railways,
depots where there may uot be more than a
dozen inhabitants.

Mr. Mann: Such places will be taken into
consideration.

Hon., M. ¥. TROY: The principle might
work all right in the metropolitan area, but
it would be utterly impracticable in the
back country. The same applies to Mullewn,

and dozens of otber places whieh are rail-
way depois for the back country,

Mr, Maon: This says ‘‘having regard to
all the conditions,’’

The Minister for Mines:
ave changing.

Hon, M. F. TROY: The provision rould
not operate satisfactorily.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There might be sound
objections to the amendment but therc are
equaily sound objections to the clause as
printed. ‘There are difficnlties attached to
fixing a population basis and making it
apply to sneh a large State. However, thore
shonld be something in the nature of an in-
struction to the board as to the lines on
which they shall proeeed. The consensus of
opinien is that a large number of hotels in
Kalgoorlie slionld be closed, but there is
nothing to prevent the board from com-
meneing operations in Perth or Fremantle.
It is our duty to give the board somo guide.
Surely it is not beyond the capacity of the
Committee to do this.

The Minister for Mines: Clause 45 does
that.

The Premier: Anything of that mnature
can be added to Clause 45.

Hon, P. COLLIER : Tt might be more
appropriate to add it te Clause 43. .

The PREMIER: I am open te c¢onsider
any amendment which will assist the board
to determine what should be done, but [
cannot accept an amendment which praeti-
cally means there shall be no reduction.

Mr. Mann: My amendment does not mean
that.

The PREMIER: Largely it does. T am
willing to veport progress and T hope mem-
bers will draft a snitable amendment.

Progress reported.

But conditinns

House adjourned at 10.49 p.m.

Legislative HHssembly,
Thursday, 28th September, 1922,
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QUESTION—DIPHTHERIA AT
BOLL i NGTOX,

Mr. JOHUNSTOX asked the Colonial SHee-
retary: 1, What action bas been taken by
the Pullic Tlealth Department to cope with
the recent sericus outbreak of diphtherip at
Roddington? 2, Is it intended to comply with
the reguest of the residents made four wecks
upgo for a medical afficer to visit Boddington
in connection with this matter? 3, If so, will
the desiveld visit be expeditedf

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied: 1;
AlL the usnal and neeessary actions have heon
tuken in regard to the outbreak of diphtheria,
2, Dr. Stubbe, a medical officer of the Health
Deypartment, hag visited Boddington on thres
oceasions, and has takeu the necessary steps.
3, Answered by No., 2

MOTTONIMIDLAND RAILWAY  COM-
PAXY, ACQUISITION OF CONCES-
SFOXN,

Licut.-{'olonel DENTOX (Moore) [4.34]:

nove—

-

That in the opinion of this Hounse, if an
oquitable arrangement ean be made, the
lands and railway of the Midland Railway
Company be acquired by the Government,
and that a valuation of hoth the railway
and the unalienated and partly alicnated
Jauds be wmade as soon as possible.

1 find trom a perusal of the records of the
Heouse that on the 8th Auvgust, 1905, a motion
came hefore the House for the purchase of
the Midlaud Railway Company’s line. No-
thing came of it, however, and the State is
in the same position to-day as it was then.
On 22nd February last a deputation from
the Midland people waited upon the Acting
Premier during the absenee of Sir James
Mitehell i England. The Acting Premier
svmpaithised with the settlers, but they asked
for move than sympathy, They wanted the
whole of the JMidland Railway concession
taken over and made similar to ofher parts
of the Btate. The matter previously came
Inwfore DParlinment in the time when Mr
Daglish was Premier, hut nothing eventuated.

Mr. Tautey: The Government went out over
it.

Lient.-Colonel DENTOXN : The conditions to-
day arve different.  The time is new oppor-
tune for a metion of this kind to he favour-
ably considered. Tn the original concession.
which consisted of three or four million acres
of land, there are 1,500,000 acres still owared
by the eompany. Of that area 750,000 acres
ure first class, 100000 acres second elass,
and 330,000 aeves third class.  That Jand
canld be made immediately reproduetive. We
have definite proof of the productivity of
the country, From Middle fwan to Cramp-
tom there is land capable of producing any-
thing, and from here to Gingin the land is
cqual to that in any other part of the State
for datrving. It prodnces wool and wheat
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and ninerals are alse found there. The
Middle Swan produces raisins and eurrants.
The land indeed 3 of such a nature
that in one portion or another cvery-
thing the counity requires van be grown.
Around Mingenew and Mullewa there is
country equal to anything in the State, as
the Premier knows, but it has been lying idle
for a loug time, If {his concession were taken
over I am sure we could scttle not enly all
the immigrants the Premier is bringing out,
but reproduce in a very short time the six
million pounds that it is proposed to spend
upon the. In the season 1019-20 there were
11,410 horses in the distriet, 20,000 cattle,
Lalt a million sheep, and about 5,000 pigs.
In 1920-2t the arez nccounted for 902,000
bushels of wheat, 94,000 bushels of cats and
14,000 tons of hay, and in 1921-22 about a
million hushels of wheat, about 90,000 bushels
of oats, and 20,000 tens of hay., These figures
are anthentie and will Dbear cxamination.
People who enn  raise sueh erops and
produce stock of that quantity are entitled
to consideration at the hands of this Honmse.
The forecast for the period 1920 to 1923 was
that there would be 136,000 acres under
wheat, 15,000 acrcs under oats and about
1,900 acres under barley. I wish to aequaint
members with the possibilities of the conces-
sion which the Governmeni of the day saw
fit to pive to the Midland Railway Company.
By way of minerals, there is gypsum at Don-
garrz and possibly lurge deposits of coal at
the Trwin. T hope the Minister for Mines
will wake up to the valne of the veal de-
posits and provide some assistance for their
development.

The Minister for Mines: What! That is
n most astounding statement. T hope the rest
of vour statement will be more accurate than
that., T should like to know who has beecn
doingr anything if we have not!

Lient.-Colonel DENTOXN: T am glad I have
awakened the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: (io ahead!

Lieut.-Uolonel DEXTOXN: T hope the Minis-
ter will go aliead and help ws. T may be
touching on delicate ground when T speak of
coal, for there may bhe some interference with
a section of 1be commuanity.  There is
no donbt, however, we have the coal therc.
Ttz extent has not vet heen proved, but the
Government should assist jn proving it. We
do unt get mueh help. From Midland June-
tion to Walkaway the people are treated as
oliens.  Theyx are off the map. Tt is time
that Parliament assisted that pertion of the
cemmenity which at  present is  labouring
umder diflienlt conditions.

The Minister for Mines: You have had
more assistance with regard to coal than any
other part of th: State in similar cireum-
stanevs.

The Minister for Works: They gol £50 ont
of me.

Mr. Underwood: I gave them some.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTOXN: T am glad to
have that assurance from the Minister, but
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1 should like to sce definite jroof-of his
promises, 1 am very glad that the ques-
vion hae come up, because it emphasises the
fuet thut we people along the Midland rail-
way, heing so to speak alienated, and dis-
tant from the parcntal control of the Gov-
cinment, get nothing. 1 have already re-
rferred to the preductivity of the counmtry,
We have an assured rainfall of which I can
give particulars if required. The railway
as it exists at present satisfies a need, but
if we arve goiug to be demoaratic let us
make one system of railways throughout the
State. These 277 miles of line Dbetween
Midiand Juuetion and Walkaway are really
in ““No man’s iand.”’ I wish to draw atten-
tion to the conditions under which the
settlers alony that railway work. We have
in this country, and very rightly, an Agvi-
cultoral Bank, which affords assistance to
settlers. 1+ is a most excellent institntion.
Unfortunately, the settlers in this portion
ol the State are, mereiy hy reason of their
geographical position, net entitled to assist-
anee fron that bank,

The Premier: The first mortrage is the
troubie.

Licut.-('olonel DENTON: Yes, We are a
separat® portion of the State, practically
cutside the State. If that portien of the
country were tuken over by the Govern-
ment and the settiers were given an oppor-
tunity to avail themselves of the benefits
of the Agricultnral Baak, the ery of neglect
would e heard no louger. Of my own first-
hand kuowledge T can say that quite n
number of the settlers labour under grave
digabilities.  They want assistance, and
without assistance they must go to the wall.
1t is that consideration mairly which causes
me to raise my voire in this Chamber. In
our Qistriect we have some of the finest type
vf settlers to be found in Western Austra-
lin, We have there also some of the finest
land to be found in the country. Then why
sliould not those people have some voice in
the afinirs of the State? C(ertainly they
have some voice through their member, and,
as onc representative of that portion of
Western Australia, I find that I get kind
attention, but not many good resuits, In
going urvund the city of Perth, too, I find
that I do uot get very much assistanee for
wmy district.  Why should not we he made
a portion of the community? Let there be
just ome State, without any ‘‘no man'’s
lapd.’” [ am sure that the consolidation of
all pur railways into one system would bene-
fit the people and the State greatly, and
would vnable the business of the country to
be earried on much betler than is being
done to-day. We are not ount for spoon-
feeding in our part of the country. We are
out to help, and to help to the utmost. The
best ~tock in the country is grown at
Woojau, which is just outside Moora. Mr.
Tadbury, who resides at Koojan, went to
Svdney with his stoek and cleaned the
plate there.  And my district can grow
tfood as well as stock. We simply want a
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fair deal, and I am sure the majority of
members will give us that fair deal. Tbere
is another phuse of the question as it
uffects the railway. Between Mullewa and
Mingenew there is some very fine land, I
had the pleasure of travelling with the
I'remier from Mullewa to Mingenew, and
dming that journmey we saw some of the
most beautitul land possible. From Mingenew
10 Mullewa and from Mwora 1o Pithara
there is splendid country for settlement, I
woutld like 1o have about 53X avres of it;
1 do uwot think I woud look hack. Pcrbups
1,000 acres of that land wouall de me. [t
is land that ¢an be e¢leared ready for the
piough for ahout €4 or £5 pev acre. In other
portions of the State land is much dearer
tue clear, costing as high as £20 to £25 per
acre. We could <ettle very large nnmbers
of people on ihe land now available in the
Midland district.

AMr, Davies: What are you charging for
the land?

Lieut.-Colonel DENTOXN: Therc are now
730,000 acres of first-vlass land avaitable
hetween Midland Junetion and Walkaway.
7 am sure my statemewts will be sub-
stantiated by any member who knows that
portion of the country, T will stand or fall
by the statement that we have 750,000
acres of first-class land now available for
settlemeut in the Midland distriet. There
are 330,000 acres of third-class land er sand
plain.  Ton, members are aware that quite
i lot can be made of sand plain; and this
is good sand plain—not the sand plain
which one sces in other portions of the
State, If a plough is put inte it, and it 1s
turned np and cultivated, we get rveally
good prass. At Mingenew at any time of
the vear, we find feed up to one’s knee. [
have quoted Mr, Padbury of Koojan, but
we have other men who go in for stock. We
win fhe first prizes for wool and sheep of
all descriptions ut the Royal Agricultural
show every vear. In fact, when an exhibit
takes the fiest prize at our loeal show, we
iro down to P’ecth with that exhibit and it
wipes the floor with all other exhibits,

Mr. T'nderwood: You stand in the first
rank for shorthorns.

Licut.-C'olonel DENTOXN: We stand in the
front rank with everything produced frowm
the soil.

Mr. Money: Anil you do that with a
ivately-owned railway.

Licut-Celonel DENTON : Yes, but we
coull do still better if the railway were
State-owned, and if we got assistanee from
the Government. Being an alien, and stand-
ing by myself, I feel it is guite possible
that membhers from other portions of the
State may not quite like this matter being
hronght up. Whilst T have the honour to
represent the vonstitueney that I do, T trust
T shall be able to bring before hon. members
facts and figures which will induce Parlia-
ment to give the people of my district some
measure of support in produeing those things
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which are necessary for t{he State, Now
as regards the distance between the Lower
Murchison and Perth, suppose a branch
line were constructed from Mullewa to

Miugenew, that would reduce the dis-
tance to he travelled to Perth by
at least 90 miles. T put it to you,

Mr. Speaker, as a man with knowledge
of the conditions under which sftock travel,
that 90 miles in the eonveyance of a beast
from the farm to its ultimate market is a
big thing. At present what do we find?
stock are travelled over the competing line
an unnecessary distanee of 90 miles. T have
travelled on stock trains, and know what I
am talking ahout. Suppose the Midland eon-
cession were acquired by the Government,
that stock could be brought to Perth by the
shorter route, and Janded here in mueh better
eondition, There is another aspect. I take
it that every member of the Chamber is a
humane man, who does not like to see stock
travel further than is necessary. Under ex-
isting conditiong in sunmmer time, the travel-
ling of stock over railways for long distances
i# bad. Tt is not only a question of militating
against prices, but let hon. members think of
the beasts! We bhave also to cowsider human
heings. At the present time, apart from the

general  publie, departmental officials travel
via the Wongan Hills line. I do not
with to say anything detrimental on

that score, sceing that that part is also
within my clectorate, but my mind is big
enough to take in that which is good for the
country. The fact remains that people travel
and goods are sent via the Wongan Hills line,
whereas their natural route is from Midland
Junction to Gerzldton. Also, in my electoratc
we have the line from Piawaning north-
wards which will eventwnally come out in the
dim distant future at Pithara, T asked
a question ahbout this matter some time ago
and T was informed that the procuring of
rails controiled the situation. Swuppose that
line were cut out or diverted and we put in
a line from Moora through Wongan Hills to
Mullewa. TIf we {id that, the whole question
wouldd be settled. We would have a network
of railways that wonld satisfy and serve all
the people of the distriet. Tossibly one or
two might be left out. To-day men are cart-
ing produce for distaneces ranging up to 23
miles. You will agree, Mr. Speaker, that that
ia not a fair thing. I am a stickler for any-
thing that is just. If a thing is not just, T
will turn it down. If it is just, we should
stand up and mainfain our position. At the
present time, people are earting their pro-
tluee over distances of 22 miles, and in sowe
cases 35 wiles, T am not exaggerating when
T elaim that if the whole concession were tuken
over, it wonld be better for the State. T regret
that an the fth August, 1905, when Mr. Dag-
lish hrought forward his motion dealing with
the Midland Company’s eoncession, he was
not suecessful in having it agreed to. T do
not know why that was so.
The Minister for Mines: We know!

Hon, M. F, Troy: Yes, we know all right!

[ASSEMBLY.]

Lieut.-Colonel DENXTON: There may have
been some circumstances of which I am not
aware, but I believe that wag one of the blun-
dera and one of the blots in our his-
tory. To-day we are reaping what
was then wown. If we desire te bhave an
opportunity to advance and do something for
the State, so that we can assist the Minister
for Agriculture to give cffect to his ery
‘‘Produce, produvce, produce,’’ what do we
find? Just a helpless community; no assist-
ance; mo anything; ‘‘damn-all.’’

The Minister for Works:
country town called Graball?

Lieut.-Colonel DENTOXN: Tn addition to
the cereal crops we ean grow, we have mineral
derosits. I know the Minister for Mines has
gome notes about our coal deposits. T want
to impress upon hiin what is necessary to deal
with those deposits, He probably knowa more
ahout them than I do and, therefore, he prob-
ably krows that some years apgo the sa.
“Rob Roy'’ steamed from Geraldton to Fre-
mantle on coal drawn from these deposits.
Wot much effort, however, has been put forth
by the Government to develop that source of
supply.

Mr. Underwood: I think you are not quite
right there.

Lieut.-Colone! DENTON: I may Le wrong,
but that remaing to be proved.

The Minister for Mines: I will give you
some faects to swallow later on.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: Tf you ean put
them down my throat—very well. T will
swallow them. I bring these matters forward
to show what we can de in the part of the
State I have been drawing special attention
to. Probably, as the Minister for Mines in-
fers, I am misinformed,

The Minister for Mines: You will swallow
your words when you have the facts.

Lient-Colonel DENTOXN: At any rate, T am
not going to br bluffed.

Mr. Underwood: $till, you arc wrong.

Licut-Colonel DENTON: That may be so,
but it has not heen proved so yet. While T holil
my opinions, I am prepared to stand up
against the member for Pilbara, the Min-
ister for Mines or anyone else. 1 am en-
deavouring to do the best for my constituents.
I have placed before the House the disabilities
nnder which we are suffering. We have in
our part of the State sinrdy men who blazel
the track years ago. We have land that is
capable of producing anything. To start with,
from the Swan te Walkaway, we have splen-
did frunit country. We have some of the
finest {dairying areas in the State arount

Is there not a

Gingin. At Moora we have g fine agricultural
area. In Dandarragan we have a place
that put up a record for Western Aus-

tralia, and Yathzreo will go down to history
as our of the centres that made that portion
of the State. Going further still, we have
Yandanocka, which comprises exeellent coun-
trr. These areas can be prepared for settle-
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ment amnd we want fhe settlers ihere. We
want help te assure our progress. We have
Jand that ean be made productive 1n  at
least two years. In other parts of the State,
mirh more time than that will be required
before the land heeomes produetive. In these
areas the eountry can be cleared by weans of
rolling operations, If a man has 1,000 aeres,
and if he is a straightforward, hard-work-
ing individual, he ean have at least 300
avres wnler crop in one year, and within three
vears he can pay off his Jand and it will be
reproductive. In that part of the State with
encouragement we will have settlers who will
not have to be carried on our backs. Before
concluding. 1 wish to submit some figures to
sliow the progress that Las been made, I will
deal with livestock first. In 1915 there were
10,146 horses in this part of the State and
in 1921 there were 11,301, In 1913, the cattle
numbered 9,930 and in 1921, 21,749, In 1913,
there were 200,377 sheep and in 1921, 387,509,
In 1915, there were 4,185 pigs and in 1921,
5,002, T deaw uttention to these figures to
show that we are on the up-grade and do not
intend to go back. There 15 another phase of
my argument to which I hope members will
give seriovs attention. T refer to the cropping,
clenring, and holling of tand in these parts, I
will give the totals for the various head-
ings to show what has happened in my dis-
triet. In 191415 there were under crop,
139,305 acres; under permanent grass {arti-
ficially sown), 423 acres; new ground, cleared
and prepared for next season’s crops, 41,323
aeres; land in fallow, 40,195 acres; acreage
of other cleared land previously eropped, but
used for grazing or lying idle,—T want the
T*remier to listen to this partienlarly—49,087
acres; ring-barked or partially cleared land,
197,349 acres.

Hon, M. F. Troy: Why lying idle?

Lient-Colonel DENTON: 1 will deal with
that later; I will astound the House with the
next set of figures I will read. In 1921.22 the
total area under crop was 118,404 acres; pet-
manently, prassed, ¥0 acres; uew ground
cleared, 22,629 acres; land in fallow, 42,044
acres. The point T wish to bring before the
Premier is that we have 135,935 acres of
land cleared and previonsly cropped, and now
used for grazing. Of ring-barked or partly
cleared land there are 201,259 acres. This
is most profitable land. The settler can
be put on it and carn a living straight away.
With the assistance of the Agricultural Bank
he ean make a really decent living. T agree
thoroughly with the Premier’s immigration
secheme, bui we require to remember that while
the southern portion of the State ia geograph-
ically protected, the northern portion is with-
out such protection. It is time we started to
peoje onr North. What better could be done
than settle in the North some of those white
people the Premier is bringing out from Fng-
land? Tn these districts to which T have been
referring there is an ample rainfall. At Gin-
gin in 1921 the record was 29 inches, which is
an average for about 30 years. At Watheroo
they had 20 inches, an average over 21 vears.
At Greenough the rainfall was 26 inches, an
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average over 39 years. It will be secn, there-
fore, that the rainfall is quite sufficient for
cultivation purposes. Again, we have at Don-
garra z most valuable lime deposit, and to-
day we are sending dovwn hundreds of tons of
lime for the wanutacture of eement. They
have to come to our district to obtain the
necessary lime, That was going on lust year,
but was stopped for 2 time. 'We are now send-
ing down from Gingin from 300 to 900 tons
of lime weekly, and from Bullsbrook not so
much, but still quite a lot.

Mr. Underwood: A mere temporary ex-
pedient.

Lieut-Cnlonel DENTOXN : Scarcely that, be-
cause the lime was being sent down last year
and is still being sent down, Coenseguently,
it aprears to me to be a permanent enter-
Prise.

Mr, Pickering: Yhat is the lime like?

Licut-Colonel DENTOX: The guality is
there, nnd so, too, is the quantity. I hope I
have made out a sufficiently strong case in
support of my motion. Unguestionably, the
time has arrived when greater consideration
shonld be shown to the people in that part
of the State.

On mation by
journed,

the Tremier, debate ad-

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—OIL
PROSPECTING.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—-Albany) [5.25]: May T claim the
indulgence of the House for the making of
a brief statement?

Mr. SPEAKER: So long as it is not
controversial,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1t is not
controversial.

Hon. M. F. Troy: But the leave of the
Honse must first he obtained.

Mr, SPEAKER: No objection has been
raised.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T do not desire to
raise an objection to the Minister’s statement,
but when an hon. member nsks if he may
make a statement, it is for the Speaker to
put it to the House,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister asked the
indulgence of the House to make a statement.
I asked him if it werc controversial, and he
sail it wns not. There was ne objection
from the House.

Hon. M. F. TROY: But T am taking the
point that the proecedure was not properly
followed. You shounld have asked the House
if there was any objection. I have no objec-
tion to the Minister making a statement, but
T do object to the Speaker saying, ‘‘Very
well,”” when a member gets up and asks if. he
may make a statement.

Mr. SPEAKER: The
offered any objection.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The House has not
been asked if it had any objection to offer.

House has not
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Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member
raise any objection to the Minister’s state-
ment ?

Hon. M. I, TROY: No, but I do ohject to
the statement leing made without the leave
of the House first being asked.

Ar. SPEAKER: The Minister asked the
indulgence of the House to make a statement,
amd he assured me the statement was not
controversial. The House nade no objection.

Hon. M. 1% TROY: L take the point that
the House was not asked. The Speaker
should bave asked the House, *‘Is it your
pleasure that the hon. wmember be heard?'*
The House was never asked that,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister may pro-
ceed wtih his statement, unless any objeetion
bo raised.

The MINISTKER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Mlbany) [5.27): It is within the
knowledge of hon. members that for some
time past pro-pecting for oil has been earried
on by certain companivs in varions parts of
the State. Recently samples were snbmitted
to the Govermment for umnalysis. L have now
received a copy of the report of the Govern-
ment Mineralogist and JAnalyst, 1 think it is
of sutlivient jmportanee to be made known
to the House and to the publie. I propose
merely to read the report without ecomment.
It is as follows:—

Report on Asphaltum  from  Freney’s
bore at AMt. Wynne.  On Mooday, Isth
September, Mr, Freney delivered to mie a
case of core samples sealed with .
Blatchiord's ofiicial seal. This seal was
broken Uy the Hon. the Premier, and the
case opened in his presenee and that of
the Hon. Minister for Mines and members
of the Frency Kimberley 0Oil Company.
The case contained a section of an llin.
core from a depth of 120 feet in the bore
near Mt. Wynne, This consisted of a firm
white candstone, thickly bedded and trav-
ersed hy a number of roughly vertieal and
inclined joints.  Nething resembling hita-
men has impregnated the sandstone, but in
most of tite joints were detritic and irreg-
ular #lms and voatings up to nearly an
cighth of an ineh in thickuess of black
and brown organic matter as well as kaolin
and oceasional small masses of pyrite. The
carbonaceons matter was of two kinds,
namely, (a) A brilliant black plustic as-
p haltum confined to a few exposed joints
and continuations of them into the solid
core.  {(b) "X brown porous aml fragile
iaterial ot asphaltic allinities widely dis-
tributed in the joints. (a) Black material:
The distrihution of the black asphaltum is
shown in the accompaunying photoy, which
are two-thivds natural size. Il was con-
fined to vhe figsures »nd oecurred within
them as thin detritic masses, or thicker
Aiseontinaous masses of irregular outline,
Tt was inmpossible to serape off material
completaly froe from adliering kaolin and
gquartz wiains, but some of the purest
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matevial shtaivable was analysed with the
following results:—
Prozimate Analysis—

{ Petrolene 86,43 per eent.

Bitumen | Asphaltene 1293
Non-bituminous grganis
murter .. . L2,

100.00 .,

Ultinmade Analysiv-—

Cirbon 849,415 per eent,
Hydrogen 10.04
Sulphor, oxygen aud
and nitrogen 2.01
100.00

Ash: 2783 to 39409 per cont.; mean
BUAT per vent,

The solulion of the petrolene in hexane
was distinetly fluereseent.  This asphaltum
was plastie at 20°C. and melted eompletely
below 100°¢C. On slry distillation it yieldel
a large volmme of «arvk brown oil. The
chemieal and physical properties of the
substimee agree in all respeets with a true
petroleum residue of the ‘¥soft asphaltnm™’
type.  This is usually looked upon as zn
indication of the comparatively recent pros-
enee of nsphaltic oil in the near vicinity.

B. Browa MNatcrial:

This wmaterial was more abmdant than
the black asphaltum, but was similarly dis-
tributed, being absent from the solid rock
but  present m nearly all  the fissuies,
though never completely filling them. It
had very little resemblanee at first sight
to a pefroleum residue, being light brown
in eolour, perous and fragile, readily
erowbling to a powder. ©On heating ju a
closed tube over a Hame, however, most
tragments of it melted veadily to a black
piteh and all gave off a considerable
amount of brown oil similar in appearavee
to that yielded by the black asphaltum.

A proximate analvsis showed—

4 { Petrolenc 18.15 per cent.
Bitimen 3y baltene 16.59 ..
Non-bituminous organie

matter §5.26
100.00
Ash 3674,

There iz some donbt as to the origin of
this Lrown material, hut 1 am of opinton
that it is an oller asphaitum which has beon
naturelly leached and oxidised.

(Sgd.) Talward 8. Simpson, D.Se., RE,
F.O"8,, Government Minernlogist and
Analyst.

BILL—WYALCATCHEM-MT. MARSHALL
RATLWAY (EXTENSION No. 2.)
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Couneil.
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BILL—ADMIXISTRATION
AMENDMENT.

In Committee,

Resumed from the 7th September; Mr.
Stobbs in the Chair; Mrz. Cowan in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 2—XNext of kin of intestate withont
issue to include mother:

Mr, Tatham bhad moved ihe following
smendhinent:—After “‘father,”’ in line 1 of
paragraph (b), insert ‘‘where the net value
of his or her c¢state does not cxceed five
bundred ponnds.

Mr. LATIEAM: At the present time it a
father is deeceazed awd one of the children
dies intestate, the mother shares equally with
the rest of the family. TUnder this clause, if
the mother marvried again, the whole of the
estate would pass to her and out of the
fumily. The objeet of the amemdment is to
limit the amount. Tf the amount Jdoes not
exceed €300, it will go to the mother. If it
does exceed €500 it is only reasonable that
the mother sheuld share equally with the
Irothers and sisters of the deceased. T dis-
approve of a private wember introducing a
meastre of this description. AL such amend-
ing Bills should he submitted to the Crown
Law authorities for report to a responsible
Minister,  This Bill might easily have been
rushed through Committec withont discussion,
Paragvaph (a) makes a great alteration. At
present the fafher would get the whole of
the estate absolutely, but it is now intended
to remove any chanee of the money heing re-
tained for the particular family fo which it
rightly helongs. There is nothing unreason-
able in the amendment,

Afv. MONEY: TIn nine eases out of ten
when o c¢hild dies and leaves preperty, that
property would have heen given to the child
by its father. The ohject of the gift having
failed, the intention probably was that the
gift shonld revert to the donor. It is ques-
tionable whether we should make an innova-
tion in favour of the mother. The statute of
distribution was altered to some extent by
the Act, inasmuch as in the case of an estate
under £300 the wife or hushand took the
whole of it to the exclusion of the rest of the
family. Vietoria made an innovation on the
lines of the amendment of the member for
York. The Vietorian Aet provides that where
the estate amounts to £300 or less, in the
event of the person dying without wife or
father, ithe whole of the estate shall go fo
the mother. I sec no reason for objecting to
that, but when dealing with estates in excess
of £300, we have to look to many possibilitics,
It is gnite likely that a mother might marry
again.

Mr. Latham:
married.

Mrs. Cowan: What about the father?

Mr. MOXNEY: A big fortune might go to
the mother and not a farthing of it to the
sisters or brothers of the deceased. A mother
might marry again and eome under the in-
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Or she might he already
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fluence of her sceond hushand, and the whole
fortune would go with her, notwithstanding
that the family had probably contributed
largely to accumulating the fortume. The
amendment will be a sufficient innovation to
the principle. Assume that the amendment is
carried and that there is a family of three
snd an cstate of £9,500. The meother would
take £300 and then share with the rest, I
am satisfied that the family as a family
should have a more equal distribution than
the suggoestion that has been put hefore us
in the Rill that ihe mother should have the
whole of the wealth to the exclusion of the
remainder of the family. That woukl not he
fair to the family generalty. T am prepared
to support the amendment ot the member for
York.

Mrs. COWANX: The member for York con-
tended that the opinions of the responsible
advigers of the Crown should be obtained on
a Bill of this deseription.

My, Latham: T said it should he submitted
to Alinisters.

Mrs, COWAN: Instead of worrying Alin-
isters with a matter of this kind, I preferred
to get the opinion of the Crown Selicitor and
the opinions of other anthoritics as well. The
C1own Solicitor writes that the Bill is per-
feetly in order, and in answer to my inquiry
he has this to say—

The Statute of Distributions, enacted in
the reign of Charles T1,, has been amended
as regards the property of a lushand or
wife dving intestate, not onty by our own
Administration Act, 1903, but wherever the
statute is in foree. The Bill under con-
sideration deals with the distribution of the
property of a child dying intestate and un-
married in the lifetime ot his father and
mother, or in fhe lifetime of a mother
where the father is already dead. TUnder
the Act of Charles 1T, ihe father takes the
whole heeause at the time the Act was
passed a marricd woman was incapable of
acquiring property. Tn the words of Mae-
queen, in his treatise on ‘‘The_ rights and
liahilities of lushand and wife’’ (3rd edi-
tion, page 284) ‘‘The disabilities of mar-
riage entirely precluded the wife from the
enjoyment of property; whatever belonged
to her while single, or eame to lier while
married, passed absolutely to the husband.
What was hers beeame his and what was
his remained ‘his own. She could possess
nothing; she could alienate nothing in her
lifetime; she could begueath nothing at her
death, Sueh were the rigid maxims of the
English marriage law.”’

Hon. P. Collicr: Oh, for these happy days!

Mr. Latham: Who is the
story?

Mrs, COWAN: The Crown Solicitor goes
on to write—

author of the

And as stated in Eversley on ‘*The law
of domestic relations,’’ at page 2 of the
preface—**The wife was deemed but little
more than a personalt chattel of the hus-
band.’’” Bat now that a married woman is
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capable of aequiring property in her own
right, the property of 2 child dying intes-
tatc and unmarried, leaving a father and
mother, should be divided between them as
provided in paragraph (a} of the Bill
Paragraph (b) provides for the case of a
mother when the father of a child dying
intestate and unmarried is dead. TUnder the
law as it stands, the father takes the whole
if the mother is dead; but the mother (the
father being dead) has to share the pro-
perty of her decensed child with the next
of kin, each taking an equal share. If it is
thought right that the next of kin should
participate with the mother, then, it seems
to me, it would he equally right that the
next of kin sheuld participate with the
father, where a child dies intestate and un-
married. I can see no reason for the dis-
tinction between a father and a mother in
these eircumstances,

T think the father and mother are the right
people to inherit the property of the child
who has died and has' neglected to make a
will.  Most children would prefer that the
property should go to the mother, Any
chivalrous, nice-minded man would wish this
to be s0. The mother is responsible for bring-
ing the child into the world and nurturing
that child. Who are those who thiuk that we
shoeld keep to the days of the old statutes
of Charles TI,, the king who was so wonder-
ful that it is said of him, ‘“he never said a
foolish thing and never did a wise one.’’ The
English law has been brought up to date.
We finil that only last year a Bill was sub-
mitted to the British Parliament known as
Lord Birkenhead’s Bill. Clause 148, para-
graphs 4 and 5, are in the terms of the Bill
I have submitted to this House. This there-
fore should be a soifficient answer %o the
amendment of the member for York, If the
British Parlinment thinks that sueh legisla-
tion is good enough, then it should he good
enough for this Parliament to adept. T
know of no reason why we should be behind
the British. Parliament. The hon. member
wishes us to o a thing whieh is nothing less
than a retrograde step. On the subject of
Lord Birkenhead’s Bill the Crown Solicitor
writes—

The amendments of the law where a child
dies intestate, leaving parents surviving,
or one parent {mother or father) surviv-
ing, are also set out in the memorandum
annexed to the Imperial measure,

Paragraph 4 of the Imperial statute sets
out—

Jf the intestate leaves both parents, but
no issue, then subject to the interests of a
surviving husband or wife, the residvary
cstate of the intestate shall belong to the
father and mother in equal shares abso-
lutely.

Parapraph 5 states—

If the intestate leaves one parent only
but no issuc then, subjeet to the interests
of the surviving hushand or wife, the resi-
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doary cstate of the intestate shall belong
to the surviving father or mother abso-
lutely.
[ am only asking lon, members fo do what
is right. T have other legal opinion on the
subject. Owne [ obtained from my own son,
who says that the Bill is perfectly in order
and who adds—

The mere fact that the amendment pro-
posed by the Administration Aet Amend-
ment  Bill, 1922, will further alter the
Statutes of Distribution is not in any way
un objection in law to such an amendment
being inade, should the Legislative Assem-
bly approve of the same. Should the Legis-
Iative Assembly choose to repeal the Statute
of Distribution in toie sofar as this State
is eoneerncd, it iz at liherty to do so, as
such legislation is of a purely domestic
nature.

That peint was raised on the last oecasion.
The opinion goes on—

The justice of the proposed amendment
is so obvious that it secms difficult to un-
derstand the point of view of those object-
ing to if.

My, Xicholson, a member of another place,
who las agreed to take charge of this
Bill when it reaches the Legislative Council,
expresses this opinion—

Tf the intestate dies leaving no issue
surviving, but leaving a widow, and say
father, mother, hrothers and sisters, the
widow In such a case gets in the first place
£500 allowed under the Administration
Aet, 1903, and the balanee of the estate
after deduetion of debts, ete., is appor-
tioned as to one half to the widow and the
remaining half to the father. Note the
mother and brothers and sisters do not par-
ticipate in such a ease.

If, however, the intestate left no widdw
or issue him surviving, but leaving a father,
mother, ete., then in sueh a case the whole
cstate goes to the father. The mother gets
no share. This clearly is an inequality and
injustice which should be remedied, and I
am glad to learn from Mus, Cowan that n
proposal is on foot te remedy this injustice.

Tn the State of Victoria, the unfair
position in whiech a mother was placed has
been recogmised and an Aet known as the
Tntestate Estates Idistribution Aect, 1916,
is now in forece there and alters the law
whereby n father is entitled to the whole
of the property of his children dying in-
testate and unmarried or dying without
leaving & widow or issue surviving.

The Vietorian Act provides that the
father and mother should share equally in
the case where no issue survives. This is
only fair and equitalle. In the ease where
the intestate leaves a wother surviving,
but no wife, busband, issue, or father, and
where the met value of the estate does not
exceed £300, then the whole of the csiate
belongs to the mother.
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Bir Walter James, K.C, cxpresses himself
thus—
The Administration Aect, 1903, does
modify the Statute of Distributions, and as
your Bill seeks to make further alterations
to that statute I eannot sce how any techni-
eal objection ean be raised to it.
[ should think—with respect—that the
House can deal with your Bill on its merits
withont infringing any of its Standing
Orders, and without the least fear that
when passed the Bill would he prejudiced
by any over-viding legislation,
Many othera eompetent to apeak support my
proposal. T hope the amendment will not be
passed.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is no question
about the Bill being in order. Tn England
there has been embodied in the legislation all
that the member for West Perth is now asking
for. In our own laws real property docs not
now descend in the way that it did. It has
become included amongst personzl property,
and its valug is always considered in distri-
bution, We have, therefore, radieally de-
parted from the Statute of Distribution. We
also make wills for those who die without
having made one. In fact, the intestate has
a will already made for him. Under our Ad-
ministration Act we plaece the man and the
woman on a footing of strict equality. If
the wife dies intestate, the husband gets
£500 and the balance is distribnted. 1f the
husband dies, the wife takes £500, and so on.
If a son or a danghter having property dies
without issue and the father and mother are
alive, they take even shares. If the father is
dead, the mother takes it. The Bill i3 getting
awiy from the old moorings where in the esti-
mation of the law a woman had ne soul. She
could not hold any property until the Married
Women’s Property Act was passed. This Bill
‘only follows along the lines of that Aect. Ii
deelares that a woman in that sphere has a
right fo the possession of property and to
absolute control of it, irrespective of whether
she marries again or wnot. At present the
father c¢an take it all, but why should not the
mother have the same privilege?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Because she is more
likely to be influenced, if she marrvies again,
than the father.

Hon. T. WALKER: Not at all. T£ it is re-

quired to safeguard property in the intercsts

of the children, it cannot he placed in hetter
hands than these of the mather. If there is
one distingmishing feature that lifts woman
above the ordinary level of mau it is her love
for her children.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

-Hon. T. WALKER: The women of this
State, who perhaps have attained greater li-
berties than the women of any other Austra-
lian State, should be placed upon a legal foot-
ing of equality. The Bill does no more than
that. Something may be said, or sunpposed,
against any reform that is put forward. 1
hope the Committee will come to the level of

989

the Imperial Parliament, which is a conser-
vative body. All that may be said as re-
gards & woman marrying again if she benefits
from the intestacy of a child, can equally be
said of a father., The danger of a re-maw-
riage leading to neglect of the first family is
one that need not be seriously regarded, es-
pecially in the case of the mother. Through-
out nature the mother is the shelter of her
children’s welfare, even to the injury of her
own, A woman’s common sense e¢an be
trusted in the matter of property coming to
her as the result either of her husband’s or
her child’s intestacy,

Mr. Latham: She gets a preference of £500.
Who gets the rest?

Hon. T. WALKER: The children.

My, Latham: That iz all we want to achieve
by the amendment.

Hon, T. WALKER: There are no children
involved in the matter.

Mr, Latham: But what about brothers
and sisters?

Hon. T. WALEER: The hon. member was
talking about the children. The father takes
all in the case of intestacy of the child, What
ahout the brothers and sisters thent

Mr. Latham: T have no objection to an
amendment in their hehalf,

Hon. T. WAT.KER: This clanse asks that
the mother be treated in the same way as the
father. [t makeg both parents alike. We do
not legislate for abnormal cases. All through
natnre the father will desert the hrood while
the mother sticks to them. That applies not
to the human family alene. It is the father
who has the free leg. As we hecome more
civilised, we become more regardful of the
welfare of our offspring.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The sug-
gestion of the member for York that the Bill
might be amended in order to give protection
to the brothers and sisters is well advised, and
I hope it will be possible to report progress
and bring in the necessary amendment.

Hon, T. Walker: The amendment is on
the Notice Paper and before the Chair.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Bul a
further amendment is required in order to
carry ont the suggestion that the brothers and
sisters, if any, should be protected. It is im-
possible to read into the amendment any re-
ferenee to a brother or sister unless it is pro-
vided for in the Administration Aet.

Hop. P. Collier : The hrother and the
sister arc provided for in the amendment
heeause they share equally in anything aver
£500,

Hon, T. Walker: Yes, as next-of-kin.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As to the
remarks by the member for Kanowaon re-
garding fathers, the latter scem tn come in
for o good deal of eriticiam, There has
been more than a suggestion that fathcrs
are unable to carry out their duty., That
is not quite in aceordance with facts.

Mr. Hickmott: Judging from recent
divorce cases, it does not seem like it

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No man
fails in his affection for the mother nnless
he be that peenliarly abnormal creature
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Turnishing the exeception to prove the rule.
Iu the home whezre there is no father,
usuaily the uofortunate widow hns a very
hard life inleed, The member for Kanowna
made his references for the sake of argu-
ment, and I would hesitate to think he be-
lieves that fathers as a class are less regard-
ful of their dnty towards their offspring
than the mothers.

Mr, Marshall: You find no lack of affec-
tion on the part of the mother towards her
¢hildren,

My, Chesson: Nor yet on the part of the
father, if he is natural,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : On be-
Lalf of the fathers T wish to say a few
words in their defenee. .

The Premier: But in this ease there is no
father; he is dead.

Ion. P. Collier: Surely an argument about
fathers and mothers does nof get us anv-
where in connection with this Bill?

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: In view
of the understanding regarding the dis-
tribution, T support the amendment beeaunse
I think sisters and brothers shonld receive
some consideration,

Mr. ANGELG: 1In paragraph (a) the Com-
mittec have already decided as equitable
that the father and the mother should share
equally in the distribution. In doing that,
we left the brothers and sisters out of the
distribution and, generally speaking, if the
father and the mother are alive, they are
locking after the children and there is no
necessity to provide for the hrothers and
sisters as there would be if the father or
the mother were dead. 1f the father be
dead, the mother requires looking after and
in most instances the brothers and sisters
should a)so have a helping hand because in
sueh cirzumstances they wonld he thrown
into the world carlier than would ordinarily
be the case. If the mother be dead and the
father alive, he should not receive the whole
estate but the brothers and sisters should
receive their proportion. T would like to
see the subelanse amended so that the father
er the mother, as fhe casc may he, wonld
get a preferenee to the extent of £500. But
regarding anything over that sum, half the
additional amount should go to the sarviv-
ing parent and the other half should go ta
the hrothers and sisters.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: An amendment on
the amendment might be moved to strike
out £300, with 2 view to inserting £2,000.

The Minister for Weorks: Do you think
apyonre with £2,000 would dic intestate?

Hon. W, (!, ANGWIX: If not, the amend-
ment would not be required. Tf a son or
daughter dicd and the mother had been
dependent upon them for suppert, £300
would wnot provide the necessary support.

Mr. Jiatham: She gets a share afterwards,

lIon., W, ¢, ANGWIN: It does not say
that, 1f it is covered by the Administration
Aet itself, it is all 1ight. I should say the
amendment would limit the amount to £300.
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Mr. Latham: That is not correct.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: If that is anof
correct, I am in favour of the amendinent.

Mr. MOXEY : The Administration Act
could better have been designated a Distri-
bution Aet, and the Bill could have been
similarly designated. It does not mention
anything to be altered in connection with the
Administration Aect of 1903.

Mrs. Cowan: That is not necessary,

Ar. MONEY: T do not say that it is, but
it would have been proper to regard
it as an amendment to the Statute of Dis-
tribution.

AMrs, Cowan: Other lawyers did not think
60.
My, MONEY: Then they were wrong. As
to the amendment under discussion, it pro-
vides that if the estate does not exceed
£500, the whole of it will go to the mother.
But there is nothing in the amendment
about the residnary cstare over £300 and
that has to follow the statutory law of dis-
tribution under which the mother, sisters
and brothers would share equally in the
balance over £500. The amendment is not
guite worded as I at first understood. It
does nut give a preference of £500 when
the cstate is over £500, and I think it should
be amended to make that clear.

Mr. Marshall: What about the mother
dying aud the father being alive; he takes
the lot!

Mr. MOXNEY: In considering this matter
we must bave regard for the whele guestion.

Mr. Marshall: We know about it all right.
You speak for yourself.

Mr. MOXEY: Sisters and brotbers are in
no way affected. If the wife is alive
she will take £500 and half of wbat is left,
and the father and mother will divide the
remaining half. The interests of the sisters
and brothers are not affected. Tt is only the
share that wonld go to the father, not the
whole of the estate, which is affected. If if
is wrong for the father to take the whole of
the estate, let us give the brothers and sisters
a shave. The good mothers, whom we are
looking after, will pass on to their children
any share they may get from the deceased
child. Awnd it means no probate duty if,
after coming to the wother, the money is
pagsed by her to the other children in the
course of three years. If, say, £6,000 goes
to the mother direct, probate duty will be
ravable on that sum. Bat if the mother dies
in two vears, and the money goes to the
daughters, probate duty will be payable again
by the daughters. Thus the estate will be
wasted in double probate duty.

Mr. Underwood: You are trring to dodge
a tax.

My, MONEY: Of course if a bad mother
gets the money, it will never reach the bra-
thers and sisters, for she will spend it, or,
alternatively, she will be married anew for
her money.

My, PICKERING: I move—
That progress be reported.
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Mgtion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 18
Noes 16
Majority for 2
AYEs.
Mr. Broun AMr. Money
Mr, Carter Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Collier Mr, Pickering
3y, Davies Mr. Richardsen
Mr. Harrison Mr. Sapmpson
Mr, Lambert Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Lutey Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Mann Mr. Willcock
Mr. Marshall Mr. Mullany
(Teller.)
NoOES,
Mr. Angels Mr, Hickmott
Mr. Angwin Mr. Latham
Ar, Chesson Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Corboy Mr. Simons
Mrs, Cowan Mr, J. Thomson
Mr. George Mr, Underwood
Mr, Gibson Mr. Walker
Mr. Heron Mr, Munsie
(Teller.}

Motion thus passed; progress reported.

BILL—PENSIONERS (RATFRS TRXEMP
TION).

Seeond Reading.
Debate resumed from 7th September.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. Qeorge—Xurray-Wellington} [8.13]: The
Bill presents o litile difficoly inasmuch as,
while I yicld to ne man in sympathy for pen-
sioners, whether old age or invalid, still one
has to regard the guestion in a broader view
than that restrieted to the partiendor instances
which miy have-come under the notice of
thhe memher for Leederville (Capt. Carter).
The object of the Rill is to cxempt from
linlility these who are receiving old age and
inyalid jpwensions, to exempt them from pay-
ment ot rates nnder the Mumieipal Corpora-
tions Act ond under the Road Districts Aetf.
The instanee mentioned by the hon. member
gives pretty good peint to the remarks I am
going to make,

Capt. Carter: Tt doesn’t stand alone.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
memmber said the first he had in mind was a
pensioner paving rates amounting to £7 Ts,
per annum. By interjection I said T assumeil
that inelndsd the water and sewerage rate,

.and the hon. member replied that it covered
all rates.

My. Munsie: Tt would not require to be an
clahorate house in Perth to pay that amount
in rates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That sum
would give a rateable value of £30 or £34
per annum but an actual value of £30 or £54
per aminm. I was under the imjression that
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in fixing the pensions, all property in the
posseszion of an applicant was taken into con-
sideration, and a deduction made in respect
of it.  Therefore there would not be very
much for such a man to veecive Ly way of
a pension. When dealing with local bodies
such 13 municipnl corporations and road dis-
tricts, however, the hon. member is really
asking that (he funds of the State should in
an indirect way go to supplement the pension
which may be granted. Much as one might
wish to assist those who in old age are rely-
ing on the pension, those who would be eom-
pelled by this Bill to supploment the pension
through the non-payment of rates have a right
to be consulted. T am the more confirmed
in that view, beeause I doubt whether many
of the loeal authorities have had an oppor-
tunity to learn anything about the Bill

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Perth City Coun-
¢il know all about it.

Capt. Carter: And a lot of money has been
cxpended in propaganda.

The MINISTER IPOR WORKS: T am not
aware of that; I acecept the hon. member's
word. The peeuliar circumstances existing
in the newspaper world during the Inst few
wecks has prevented those whe rely on the
newspapers for information on these matters
from getting it. During the last few days
we have rejoiced in reading our morning
paper and afternoon disseninator of news,
but I do not know that any reference to this
proposal has been mnde by the papers in a
way which would direct the speeial attention
of thie local authorities to it. We should not
legislate on a matter having so wide an effect
until the responsible local bodies have had an
opportunity to state their views, It has been
brought to my notiee to-day that some dis-
tricts in the vieinity of Perth and some a
little further out have communicated with
members of the House and cntercd a protest
aganst the Bill. While no one doubts the
single-heartedness of the purpose of the hown.
member in introducing the Bill, any good that
the Bill might do would be greatly emphasised
if it reccived the concurrence of the loeal
governing bodies affected. After all, the
House simply represents the vicivs of the peo-
ple, and the local bodics who undertake re-
sponsible duties withont payment should un-
derstand exactly what i3 proposed. We
shonid ask those representative hodics, who
are closely and constantly in toueh with the
people in theie districts, what they think of
the proposal contained in the Bill, and if it
transpired that they approved of it, the meas-
ure would he sore of receiving a bigger back-
ing than the hon, member ean expect at pres-
ent. We are all in sympathy with those who
are not too well blessed with this werld's
goods, but while we occupy positions ns repre-
sentatives of the people, we have to set our
sympathy aside and judge the question from
a true judicial standpoint, being carcful not
to infringe the rights and privileges of loeal
authorities or take a step which may not mest
with their full approval. T suggest that
means be taken to commumicate with every
loeal body throughout the State. We couldt
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obtain their views within a fortnight and then
be guided by their suggestions.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.21]: I do not think the member
for Leederville (Capt. Carter) has given this
Bill the consideration it deserves. IHe stated
in justification for introdueing the mecasure
that he had knowu of cases svhere the local
authorities had taken action against old age
pensioners for the enforcement of payment.
This is the first time I bave heard of such a
thing heing done.

Capt. Carter: Did I make that statement?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon, member
implied it.

Capt. Carter: T did not cven imply it.
are stretching what I said.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Did not the hon.
member point out that he knew of an old
person who had te pay £7 odd in rates?

The Minister for Works: Yes, 2s. 10d. a
week.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tf this persen had
to pay those rates, it is ohvious that he was
mder compulsion to do it.

Capt. Carter: When you get a notice, you
must pay.

Mr. Willcock: Notices are sent out that,
if rates are not paid, legal procecedings will
be taken,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 have not heard
of one invalid pensioner having been forced
to pay his rates.

Mr, Willeoek: T know a lot of them are
raying rates.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN; W¢ all know that,
Tnder the Municipal Corporations Act and
the Roads Act {he property carries the rates,
and T am of opinion that ne mumnicipal or
road hoard representative would enforce
payment in the ease of an old age or invalid
pensioner.

Mr. Richardson: They never do,

Mr, Willcock: These people are worried
by getting nolices.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: There is a lot of
worry in this world that we cannot avoid.
Those appointed to administer these Acts
must carry out their duties and, if notices
are not sent out, there is no elaim for the
rates. T have a certain amount of sympathy
with the degire of the member for Leeder-
ville, but T ¢annot approve of the method

You

he is adopting to attain his end. Local
authorities cannot carry on their work
unless they get revenue sometimes. Sinee

the Bill was introduced I have made in-
quiries regarding the effect it would have
in my digtrict. I am informed that we have
117 to 120 old age and invalid pensioners
in East Fremantle,

Capt. Carter: The letter sent out was one
of the finest pieces of misrepresentation you
conld iragine.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I am not taking
any notiee of the letter sent out, though T
have seen a copy of it.

. Capt. Carter: T did not expeet vou would.
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: If we reduced the
number in East Fremantle to 70, allowing
that these persons live in houses of the
small reatal value of 12s, a week, it would
mean a loss to the district of £300 a year.
The town clerk informs me that the passing
of the Bill would involve a greater loss
than that, because the houses in which sunme
of the peugioners veside have a far greater
rental value than 12s. a weck. At present
it is impossible to get much of a house for
12s. a week.

My, Lathami: They cannot pay 12s. out of
13s.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I adwit that. T
give place to no one in a desire to assist
these people, but the difficnlty is real. A
man has to be 65 years of age before he can
get an old age pension,

Mr. Willeock: If he cannot work, he can
get it at GO.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: That is so. Ior
a woman the age is 60. On a general aver-
age the relief proposed under this Bill would
apply for eight or 10 years. When death
oecurred, the property would probably go
to somegne in good financial circumstances.
Therefore, if we exempt the pensioners, ik
should be subject to a condition that the
person who inherits the property after the
death of the pensiomer pays the rates for
the period for which exemption was granted,
In other words, the rates should be a charge
on the property.

Capt. Carter: That is fair enough.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Tt i3 imposaible for
a couple receiving 15s. a week each to pay
out of their gmall pensions the municipal or
rond bhoard rates, in addition to water
supply and sewerage rates which are not
covered by this Bill. T de not think any
local anthority ever enforees payment by
pensioners. If anyone suggested that, he
would not be fit to hold a position on one
of these boards. It would be fairer to re-
lieve the old people from, the payment of
rates for the time being, and make the rates
a charge on the property nfter the present
owners passed away. Some of these proper-
ties are worth £600, £700 and £800. The
regidence of am applicant for a pensgion ig
not taken into comsideration in fixing the
pension,

Mr. Davies: That is, so long as he lives in
the residence,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Quite so. I know
of persons with a few pounds invested in
house property who are getting considesr-
ably less from their investments than they
would get if they put their money into a home
of their own and obtained the old age pension,
Such persons as these would be eompelled te
pay the rates as they beecame due. T have
endeavoured to pet assistance in such cases
from the Old Age Pensions Department hut
have failed to do so. The Federal Govern-
ment are not paying sufficient under the pre-
gsent high cost of living. The sum of 135s.
a week is not equivalent to the 10s. which
wag originally paid. Something must be done
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1o relieve tlrese old pensioners in the matter
of rates and other ¢laims made against them,
Ii the member for Leederville would amend
the Bill in the direetion I have indieated,
it would meet with the approval of most of
the local bodies and munieipal eouneils in
the ¥tate. There are no legal means whereby
the loeal authorities ean exempt these people.
The main object of the hon. member is to
make provision whereby they shall not enforce
such celaims.  The suggestion I have made
would overcome the difficulty. 1f an old age
pensioner owns property worth £600 there is
no roasen why it showld pass into the hands
of some person—who, perhaps, had neglected
his  duty towards the pensioner—until
such time ns the rates due upon it had been
paid to the local authority. In such eases
the property should earry the burden of the
rates hefore passing on to another party.

Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [8.83]: Up
to a certain point 1 am in accord with the
principle of the Bill, but I do not sce why
the tenant was introdueed by the member for
Lecderville. T fail to see why, because the
man who happens to live in a house is an old
age pensioner, no rates need be paid upon it

Capt. Carter: I will delete that.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The Ilandlord wonld
squeeze as much as he could out of the ten-
ant, whether an old age pensioner or not, and
no benefit would acerue to the old age pen-
sioner. The suggestion of the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
may be zll right so far as it concerns the oll
age pensioner, but the invalid pensioner is
also inelnded in the Bill. The latter person
may have begun te draw his pension at the
age of 30, and may be drawing it for am-
other 30 years, and, by the time his property
passes into the hands of another, its value
may be less than the amount of rates due
upon it.

C'apt. Carter: Ts it safe to assume that the
invalid pensioner would live longer than the
old age pensioner?

Mr. WILLCOCK: I know of some invalid
pensioners who have been drawing pensions
for 16 years, and may be doing so for am-
other 16. Some of these cld peeple have re-
ceived rate notices to the effeet that unless
the money is paid forthwith legal proceedings
will be taken,

The Minister for Works: They are given a
eertain time in which to pay.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Tf they do not pay with-
jn that time thex are threatemed with legal
proceedings. The principle of the Ol Age
Pensions Aect is that if anyone through thrift
has been enabled to become possessed of his
own house, the property will not be taken
into consideration in allotting the pensions,
provided he occupics the honse himsgelf. We
should extend that prineiple as far as we
can. We canuot exempt these people from
taxation, for if they had a sufficient income
to be taxhable they would not be drawing a
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pension.  With the exeeption of that portion
relating to the tenant, I support the Bill.

Mr, STUBBS (Wagin) {8.37): The prin-
tiple contained in the Bill ghowld commend
itself to all. Suoppose, however, all the in-
valid pensioncrs decided to live at the sea-
side; what effect would that have on the
municipality concerned, who would have to
pay for the upkeep of roads and footpaths,
if the Bill were put into cffect? The revenue
wonld be seriously affected. I am suré the
member for Leederville will agree to amend
the Bill, making the rates a charge upon the
property, and providing that the heirs to it
should pay them.

Capt. Carter: I am willing to do that.

Mr. STUBBS: With that exception I sup-
port the Bill .

Mr. RICHARDSON (Bubiuco) [8.38]: 1
am sure that members are in accord with the
general prineiple of the Bill, but there are
certain aspects to which they must give con-
sideration, We are agreed upon the prin-
¢iple.

My, Latham: 1t is a good one.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes; but it is not
the function of any loeal authority to look
after the invalid and old age pensioners in
Western Augtralia. That is a duty which be-
longs to the State aud the Federal Govern-
ments. If we pass the Bill we shall be creat-
ing a1 new principle. In my own electorate
there are many pensioners,

Capt. Carter: How many?

Mr. RICHARDSON: We are setting out
upon a uew principle, and it may lead to
something serions. The suggestion of the
member for North-East Fremantle is n good
ong, but I am doubtful if it wonld cover the
situation. A local anthority has te rely upon
its rates from year to ycar in order to earry
out the funetions reguired of it. If it is
to be deprived of, say, £2,000 a ycar from one
source that deficit will have to fall upon the
vemaining ratepayers within the area.

Hon. W, ¢, Angwin: Many of the rates
will be paid by the people to whom the
vroperty will go.

Mr, RICHARDSON: If we are going to
afford relief of that nature, ne old age pen-
sioner will pay any rate. I agree that 15s.
a week is too small an amount upon which to
expect a2 man to live, and out of which to ex-
peet him to pay rates and taxes. We shounld
make represcntations to the Federal Govern-
ment with the objeet of having the allowance
increagsed. That would be a more reasonable
way of dealing with the matter. If all the
pensioners decided to live in onme munieipality
it would be a serious thing for the loeal au-
thority.

Mr. Latham:
to be charitable,
My, RICHARDSON :
able as the hon. member.

Mr. Latham: I am not speaking in 2 per
sonal way.

It is the function of people

I am just as charit-



944

Mr. REICHARDSON: T have put through
five cases of this kind to cvery onc the hon.
member has put through. L am speaking from
the point of view of the municipalities. My
actions are well known and I resent an in-
terjection of that nature. . )

Ae. Latham: 1 also am speaking from the
point of view of the munieipality.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I will show the hon.
member that he is wrong. 1s it fair that any
hody of ratepayers should be charged with the
maintenance of old age and invalid pen-
sioners?

Cap £ -Curter:
Subinco !

Afr. RICHARDSON:  Not any more tlm_u
the wember for Leedervile bas them in his
electorate, 1t would not be right to chargo
the elcctors of that hon. member with the
maintentinee of these people, .

Hon. P. Collier: As the old age pensioners
die, so will the local anthorities colleet the
rates.

Mr. RICHARDSON: For every one that
divs ome or two others probahly take his
place.

Haon. I,
ferrad,

Ay, RICHLARDSON:  The frst list con-
tinues. Althounph I am in sympathy with giv-
ing relief to old nge pensioners, L hope the

tlave you got them all in

Collicy: The pavment is only de-

hen. member will agree to an aljournment of

the debate.

Capt. Carter: [ will aceept the amend-
ment of the member tor North-East Fre-
mantle {Hon. W. C. Angwin,)

Mr. RICHARDSON: If we adjourn the
debatc we may be able to find some mcans
of giving considerntion to the pensioners, who,
I agrec with the member tor Leedervilie, are
not able to pay rates. THowever, the rate-
pazyers should not he burdened with some-
thing that preperly falls to the Federal Gov-
ermment.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (livn. R,
8, Sampsen—Swan) [8.46]1: 1 hesitate to
Lelieve that there is any necessity for the
Bill. XNo facts have been addneed to show
that any old apge pensioners have suffered.

Capt. Carter:  You wmust have been aslecp
during my speech.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY:
would be quite justifiable.

Capt. Carter: Jt would be quite usual,

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: I thank
the hot. member again. T hope that state of
affairs may long continue. I find it diffieult
to believe that any local authority has eavsed
to any pensioner pain or diffienlty as sug-
pgested, The Road Districts Act of 1919, by
Scetion 260, proviles—

The board may, with the approval of the
Minister, write off arrears of rates duve in
respect of any rateable land.
Mr. Latham: You know how

boards would write off.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The board
with which T am associated have never yet
submitted to a Minister for Works a request
for the writing off of rates and had it re-

That

much the
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fuzed. The Municipal Corporations Aet, hy
Scction 420, provides—

A council may, with the approval of the
Minister, write off arrears of rates due in
respect of any rateable lands.

Members of local governing bodivs have, as
a rule, only one object, to do their duty fairly
and properly. | am perfectiy satisfied that
no road beard member or munivipal eouncil-
lor wounld he guilty of harassing any okl age
pensiguer,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Ilow mueh have vour boand
written ofi’?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We have
denlt with every ease on its merits,  As res
gards returned solliers who have taken ap
virgin land, we are remitting their eates for
21, years, Approval has been given dor that.
Two years Leing the limit in thix conneetion,
a forther extension of six months was ob-
tained after the half-vear had gone Ly. In
view of the scections I have quoted, there ia
ne need for the Bill, which ean only have a
hampering and harassing effect. 1 Lope the
measure will be withdrawn.

Mr, DATHAM (York) [S.a50}: [ commend
the memkber for Leederville {Capt. ¢arter) for
having introduced the Bill. I will submit
proof of the likelihood of eases of hardship
under the existng system. T have here a lot-
ter which has reached me from the munici-
pality of York, together with a vopy of a
letter received by that municipality from the
Ferth City Conneil, The latter Twdx’s letter
which is signedd by the town clerk, reads as
follows:—

T am direeted by the couneil to place
their views Lefore you in regard to the
Pensioners (Rates Exemption) Bill now he-
fore the House, Tt is provided in the Bilt
that pensioners shall he exempt from pay-
ment of municipal rates in respect to land
of which they arc either owner or aecupicer.
The couneil protests against the Bill, for
the following reasons:—(n) The old awe
pengions are granted by the Tederal Gov-
ernnient, and if there is good ground for
rendering additional assistance to the pen-
sioners, sorely the pesition is that the
Federal Government should I asked to in-
crease the pension allowance. and not, as
provided in the Bill, make deduetions from
the Toeal authorities. (b) The rates levied
by the municipal councils and roald boavds
are in the natnre of payment for serviees
rendered; consequently if woull te emin-
ently unfair to take the course suggestel
in the Bill

Then the Ietter sets out a statement of old age
and invalid pensions payable in the eity of
Perth,

(d) There is no proposal to exempt the pen-

gioners from payment of water rate, which

iz a similar rate (for services rendered) to

municipal tates. Why this exemption? (e}

The Bill cxempts the pensioner who is a

tenant from liability for payment of rates.

Thig wonld merely benefit the owner who is

not a pensioner. Why? The council trusts

that the Rill will not he passed; and that if
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n ease be made out for the granting of ad-
ditional assistance to the pensioners, such
assistance be rendered by the Federal Gov-
vroment,

We know very well that the maximum old
age peasion is 138, per week. One of the best
arguments 1 have heard put up in this Cham-
ber was that delivered by the Opposition
Leader on the basic wapge question, T call that
argument to mind in coonection with these
okl age pensioners, who have to support them-
selves for a whole week on 15s, and in ad-
ditien pay rent or rates as the case may be.
We huve no power over the Wederal Treas-
ner. No resolution passed by this Parliament
would bave any effeet on the Commonwealth
Legislature.  In view of that faet, if the
Federal Government will not realise their re-
sponsibilitics, Jet us do the next hest thing
and forego rates on the property of an old
age pensioner until it is taken over by the
beneficiaries, No argument should be put up
against such a proposal. I am surprised at the
slightest objection to it. The letter of the
Perth City Counecil is simply destructive, and
puts up no suggestion whatever for the ren-
dering of assistance. In my electorate every-
body is willing to do his or her bit in this re-
speet.  We recently had to put onr hands in
our pockets to build a hospital, and we are
Just as willing to raise the little extra money
needed to pay the rates of old age pansioners.
There should be no occasion to ask the Min-
ister for permission to do certain things. Why
should an old age pensioner be called upon to
present himself with papers eountersigned by
a road heard secrctary or a town clerk and
say, ‘I am an old age pensioner; pleage write
these rates off.”” When T get hold of a con-
temptible letter sueh as that from the Perth
City Conneil, it makes me wonder wlhether
the people who put forward such arguments
have any sensc of their respomsibilities. If
there were no necessity for the Bill, such a
letter would never have heen written. The
member for North-East Fremantle has sug-
gested an entirely fair and equitable way of
dealing with the matter. 1 hope that amend-
muent will be acepted if the House does not
consider the Bill as it stands quite switable.
Meantime T support the second reading.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [8.56]: The
member for Leederville said that this was an
innocent little Bill. There is one phase of
the matter which T desire to place hefore
the House, a phase whieh I think has not
been touched on by previous speakers. TIf T
may digress for a moment, T should like to
refor to a wmeasure brought down last ses-
sian to impose a hospital tax. Tt will be
remembered that the propesal was that cer-
tain people should be taxed for the upkeep
of hospitals, and that the measure was given
a very hostile reception. FEventually it was
referred to a select committee. The method
there proposed was the same as that now
suggested by the member for Leederville, to
tax only one section of the people of & muni-
¢ij ality or road board, namely the rateparers.
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1 take sccond place to no man in this Cham-
ber or anywhere else as regards the desire to
render assistanee—

Tlan., P. Collier: T do not think we are
called upon at all to give ourselves a boost
about our sympathics, Surely it is not neces-
sary for us to put forward our sympathetic
feelings?

My, DAVIES: It is guite unnecessary, I
admit; nt that aspeet was meitioned. The
phase of the question I desire to stress is
this: If we dre going to carry the burden—
and I say it is the duty of the State to come
to the assistance of people who are unable
to support themselves—there should be con-
tributions by all the persons in the State,
whether ratepayers or non-ratepayers.

Hon. P, Collier: Every wman pnd every
woman is a ratepayer—if not direetly, then
indirecetly.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so; but those who
are actually ratepayers will be more heavily
taxed by reason of the passing of this Bill,
simply beeause they are ratepayers. They are
already rated in respect of the 15s. per week
pension paid by the Federal Government, and
there would be an additional tax on them
nnder this measure. Will hon. members over-
logk the fact that we come to the assistance
of widows and orphans in this State through
our (harities Department? The Government
now make a maximum allowance of 9s per
week to o widow, with a further maximum
of 9s. for cach child. I know of more than
one case in this State where a widow has
been left with six children, and the maximum
allowanee made to her by the State is 95. per
head. Are we to go to the assistance of such
a widow if she has a home in a road hoard
district or munieipality? There is no men-
tion of that in the Bill. If it is right to
assist the pensioner, it is right to assist the
widow. Let us pay regard to cvery aspect
of the question. T commend the member for
Leederville to this extent, that he wants to
come to the assistance of the pensioners. But
let us be just, and to that end it is neces-
sary that some more comprehensive measure
than the present should be introduced. Be-
fore the seecond reading is agreed to, I think
that aspect should be gone into. I want to
stress that phase because the Bill is not so
innocent as it looks on the surface. Some
reference has been made to what it means.
I have received a letter from the municipality
of Guildford, and it is interesting to sce what
it means in that small district. In their
Jetter te me they state that in that muni-
cipality, with only 500 ratepayers, there are”
about 60 of these pensioners, and that means
that the less in rates to that municipality will
be £150. That is how it will affect one muni-
cipality. If the eall had becn upon the whole
of the population in that municipatity to pay
the ndditional tax of £150, it would not be
so bad, but when we call upon only the men
and women who own houses and do not ask
the lodgers and single girls, who, perhaps,
are carning more than some of the rate-
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payers, to take their share, I think the
matter should receive further consideration,

Mr. Chesson: I}o not the lodgers help to
pay the rent?

Mr. DAVIES: I admit that is so, but still
the proposal under the Bill is to tax only a
small proportion of the people. I regard the
suggestion by the member for XNorth-East
Fremantle (Hon, W, C. Angwin) as a good
one. Ancther important aspect was referred
to by the member for Bubiaco (MMr. Richard-
gon), It may not be known to hon. members,
but if they were to peruse the statistics, they
would motice that the pcnsioners are increas-
ing in number and each year this mecans a
heavier burden upon the people as a whole.
Whatever is charged to-day, will be eonsider-
ably increased in six years’ time. What we
may regard in an innoceut sort of way to-
day, may beeome an enormous tax in the
future. T commend the member for Leeder-
ville (Capt. Carter) for the eonsideration he
has shown to the pensionery in his Bill, but
I suggest these aspects should receive
further consideration.

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [9.4]: While I
commend the action of the member for Leed-
erville {Capt. Carter} in attempting to do
something to relieve the position of some of
the 01d age and invalid pensioncrs in Western
Australia, I do not feel that T ean support
even the second reading of the Bill in its
present form. Every hon. member will agree
that not sufficient provision is made for people
who are so unfortunate as to depend cither
upon the invalid or the old age pension. While
the Bill is an attempt to relicve, to a certain
extent, one section of the people in receipt
of those penstons—that is, the scction of the
pengioners who own some property—there is
no provision for relieving those old age and
invalid pensioners who own no preperty at
all, and whose number is infinitely greater
than that of the pensioners who do own
property.

Mr. A. Thomson: Some pay rent,

Mr. MULLANY: Yes; they hve whercver
they can.

Capt. Carter;: How do you suggest we
shonld assist them$%

Mr, MULLANY ; T think this matter should
be gone into further, rather than to pass legis-
lation which would extend assistance to only
one section of these pensioners. As members
of the State Parliament, we come into con-
tact with many people who desire to receive
the old age or invalid pension and we know
the whole eircumstances regarding those par-
ticular cases when the pensions are heing a<-
sessed, and we know how the pension is ap-
portioned to the individuals. T ean under-
stand the desire of the member for Leeder-
ville to give more assistance to the pensioners
in Western Australia, but T cannot see why
we should deal with only one section and
that, the smaller and more fortunately situ-
ated seetion of those pensioners. T also agree
with the contention raised by the memher for
Subiace that this should not be a tax upoen
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municipalities only. If some proposal were
brought forward enabling us to help the
whole of the old age or invalid pensgioners, I
would support it, but I think the member for
Leederville will agree that he has not gomne
far enough, He has only attempted to relieve
the more fortunately situated section of the
pensioners.  To attempt to do that would he
a mistake. T would like to seo the debate
afjourned so that the whole question might
be gone into mere exhausiively. If we pass
the Bill, we wiil help oaly the more
fortunately situated of the pensioners und
exclude o £ar stronger scction, numerically
speaking, who are not in so advantageous &
position as those the moemher for Leederville
desires to relieve.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.8]: I wish
to join with other members who have congrat-
ulated the member for Leederville (Capt.
Carter) upon introducing the Bili, but I faney
by this stage he is ready to say: ‘‘Heaven
save me from my friends.’’ The sentiments
expressed by the member for York (Mr.
Latham) do him infinite eredit. The member
for Menzies (Mr. Mullany) takes up the line
of argument that we should not afford this
small measure of relief to o section of the
old age pensioners.

Capt. Carter: We are not giving them any-
thing; we are relieving them,

Hon. P. COLLIER: He says that we are
not to do that beeause we are unable to cox-
tend an equal measure of relief to anmother
section of the pensioners who do net own
homes. In other words, he says we should not
attempt to sce that one section of the pen-
sioners should have butter on their brend,
beeanse there is a considerable section who
e¢at dry bread.

Mr. Mullany: That is not so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
should keep quict. T did not interrupt him.
Mr. Mullany: That is not what I said.
Hon. P, COLLIER: The member for Men-

zies should not interjeet.

Mr. Mullany: I will interject.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Tt is most disorderiy.

Mr, SPEAEER: Order!

Hon. P. COLLTETR: The member for Men-
zies was allowed to have his say.

Mr. Mullany: I suggested the debate should
be adjourned.

Hon. P. COLLIER:
should behave himself.

AMr, SPEAEER: Order!

Hon. . COLLIER: The hon. member does
not like the matter being put before the
Hense, Of all the plausible, hypoeritical ut-
terances I have ever heard

Mr. Mullany: T wished to see the debate
adjourned.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the hon. member
wants a duet, let him sing his song! He
does not like to be told of the effeet of his
argument, which i3, as T have indicated,
that we are not to allaw those pensioners
who own a home, to have hread and butter
beeause others have to eat Ary bread. That
was his arrument.

The hon. memher
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Mr, Mulliny: No, it was not. That is
your interpretation.

Hon, P. COLLLIER: There ean be no get-
ting away from ihat fact. The member for
Mgenzies stid that the Bill did not go far
enough, and that the imember for Lieeder-
ville should have brought down a measure
that was more comprehensive. The member
tor Leederville has done all that may be
done¢ under the Bill. It Qoes lic within the
province of the Bill to relieve these people
of the local tax; it is not epen to him, under
the Bill, to ussist that section ef the pen-
sioners who do not own their own homes.
Then we come to the member for Guildford
(Mr. Davics), who took the precauntion, as
he usually does, to profess his profound sym-
pathy with the old age pensioners. Ne one
had accused him of a lack of sympathy with
them. Quite voluntarily, he explained to us
he was burning with sympathy and dying
with desire (o do what he could for them.
1 always suspect these men who begin by
protesting in that way. My suspicions were
well confirmed before the member for Guild-
ford resumned his seat, 1le says that the
wealthy municipality of Guildford will
suffer u loss of £150 !

Capt. Carter: To help 60 old people.

Hou. . COLLIER: Yes, but still the mem-
ber for Guildford, who is dying with sym-
pathy for these ¢ld people, says that the
wealthy property owners of Guildford are
gouing to suffer to the extent of £150 if we
afford relief to these poor old fellows, who,
np doubt, by their efforts and toil long years
ago, enabled many of those whom the hon,
member has in mind, to become possessed of
the property they own. That is the attitude
taken up by the member for Guildford.
Then again he says that this burden will
only full on the poor property-owning sec-
tion of Guildford! Thec hon. member has
cevidently not studied cconomies closcly.

Mr. Davies: Hasn’t he?

Hon, P, COLLIER: He does not know
that everyone pays rates, the single man
awl the single girl as well,

Mr, Davies: You did not make that point
regarding the hospital tax.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They purchase their
requirements from storekeepers, who pass on
their rates and taxes to the single mea and
women as well,

Mr. Davies interjected.

Aly, SPEAKER: Order!

ilon, P. COLLIER: T like to hear those
members, wie are so sympathetic with the
old age peasioners, interjecting when they
get their views returned to them. The hon.
member says that this burden will fall on
the property-owners of Guillford. If, he
contended, we could only repe in the single
girls and the lodgers, he would support the
Bil. The hon. member had a hundred ““ifs™"
and ‘‘ands,’’ while half-a-dozen times he
commended the member for Leederville for
introducing the Bill. 1t is a long time since
he cexereised his mental facultics to raise
arguments agaiost the Bill. *‘T commend
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him for having introduced the Bili, but . ..
be® . .. but .. .”’ Fifteen hundred reasons
why the Bill should wot pass. That ia the
attitude of the hon. wember, Even if it
daes fall cn 2 sectien of the people, and even
if it is in the first place the respousibility
of the ¥ederal Parliament to provide for
these pensioners, T say it is not wobecoming
of us to do our little bit te relieve them of
those charges. A loss of £150 per annum
will not entirely send the municipality of
Guildford into the Bankruptey Court, Then
there is another argument, similar to that
of the member for Menzics (Mr. Mullany).
1lc says the Bill does not go far enough,
that while these pensioners get 15s. per
week, there are many widows maintaining
children und in receipt of only 9s. per week.
The hon. member objects to the Bill on the
ground that widows are maintaining chil-
dren and receiving State aid to the extent
of only 9s. per week!, His objection is
similar to that of the member for Menzies.
One would have thought that a member
possessed of such deep sympathy would say
“¢My feelings impel me to support the hon.
riember in his laudable motive, aithough it
loes not go far enough. I will endeavour
to obtain a greater measure of assistance
for the widows and children.’’ That is the
attitude which a member who is sincere
would take. He would not withhold relief
to those people because there is another see-
tion who are in distress and not geiting a
sufficient measure of assistanece. That i3 net
a line which a man who is genuinely in sym-
patby with these cases of distress would
parsue.

Mr. Mullany interjected.

on. P. COLLIER: Very well, we shall
have them all eating dry bread. Keep them
on the dry bread limit. That is the argu-
ment with which the hon. member is per-
foctly gatisfied. Eeep them down on
the starvation limit becaunse there are
widows with children and in receipt of
only 9s. per week. And this from
members who are bursting +with sym-
pathy for those in distress! Then
we come to the Colonial Sceretary: ‘“This
Bill is not required at all. It oughi to be
withdrawn, beeause there is in the Roads Aect
or some other Act a section which empowers
the roud hoard, with the consent of the Minis-
ter, to remnit these charges.””

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Never yet has there
Ireen a remission in favour of an old age pen-
sioner.

The Colonial Seeretary:
ever been refused.

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNpo, the svmpathetic
road board to which the hon. member belongs
has never failed to ‘give the necessary relief,
Of course not! But evidently they have never
put themselves out of the way to notify
the pensioners that they could get the tax
rumitted if they so desired. In view of the
letter written by the Perth City Conneil and
read by the member for York (Mr. Latham),
in which members arve urged to reject the

No request has
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Bill on the ~voie of the loss the couneil would
incur—in view of that, doces the hon. mem-
her say those pensioners are not going to he
called upon to pay up? The very faet that
in some quarters people are organising to
defeat the Bill is in itself proof that the loeal
anthoritiex coliect their rates and desire {o
e¢ontinne to collect them. Yaney the Perth
City Council, with two pages of closely type-
written matter, urging members to reject the
Billt Faney that council saying, ‘fWell, al-
though the Bill has not heen pasrced, and
therefore there is no statutory obligation on
us to remit these rates, ncvertheless we are
not going to colleet them at all”’! Why
spend money having this matter typed and
posted to members if they do not intend to
collect the rates from pensioners? I have no
doubt whatever that if a pensioner went to
an intinite amount of troukle to reach the
town eclerk, and if when he got into the august
presence he took off his hat and bowed in 2
duly humble way and presented his reguest,
he woild be told that the matter would be
placed before the mayor or some other func-
tionary, and that he, fhe pensioner, could
call again, I have no doubt that if in the
lagt resort the pensioner, having no moncy
for tram or train fare, hobbled along on his
stick a mile and a-half and preferred his
request for remission and was sufficiently per-
sistent to keep on pressing for that rclief,
probably in the end he would obtain it.

Mr. Willecock: He might.

Mr. Pickering: By his persisteney.

Houn. P. COLLIER: But we know perfeetly
well that when these old folk receive their
final notices—many of them in their long
lives have never recived an official doenment—
imposing doecuments bearing the great stamp
and seal of the City of Perth, they become
alarmed and rush out immediately to dis-
charge their obligations. They have not be-
come inured, as the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Hickmott} is inured, to receiving official Gov-
ernment documents demanding payment, and
Philosophically papering the walls of their
houses with these doenments as the hon. mem-
ber nina always done. Those old folks have
not been hanging on to the State cow for
half their lives, and so, onr receiving formid-
able locking demands, they become alarmed
and rush out and pay. I question the sin-
cerity of members who are professing their
deep sympathy with a measure and at the game
time trying to raisc up all possible harriers
and obstarles to its passage. The Bill does
not go far enongh. When in Committee I
will endeavour to amend it, and I am sure
the hon. member responsible for it will assist
me. T should like to see the relief extended
to the payment, not only of the municipal
rates, but of water and sewerape rates as well.

Alr. Underwood: So should I.

ITon, P. COLLIER: Talk about harassinz
old ame pensioners! On the goldfields, al-
thouglt perhaps withont the knowledge of tha
Minister far Water Supply, a charge of 10s.
per annum rent is made for watcr meters!
That is something from which those in the
metropolitan area are exempt, The Water
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Supply Department, in addition to exaeting
rates from old age pensioners on the gold-
fields, hurass those pensioners to the extent
of repeatedly sending them ardinary notices
and seven days’ notices and final notices for
the payment of 10s. per annum meter rent.

The Minister for Worky: Do they pay for
the water they consume!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, aud they pay also
the meter rent, which is a seandal, beeausy
the n.eters do not cost more than about £3.
Tn many instanees the Minister has obtained
by way of rent three or four times the orig-
inal eost of the meter.

The Minister for Works: That is not cor-
rect.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is correct, and tho
0ld age pensioners of Kalgoorlie and Boulder
arc paying the scandalous charge to-day.
Last weck I received a communication from
a pensioner in my clectorate, saying he had
been pressed for payment of the 10s. meter
rent, that he had gone and paid it, but that
he wished me to sce the Minister to the end
that he might be exempt from this exaection
in future. Yet we are asked to believe that
there is no nced for the Bill, that it ought to
be withdrawn, beeanse all the road boards
will act as the Swan Road Board has dome.
If the Colonial Secretary had wished to en-
lighten the House as to the cxtent of relief
afforded by the road hoard with which he
is associated, he would have come along with
the detailed information and said, ‘‘During
the last 10 years we have relieved old age
pensioners to this extent.’”” He gave us no
such information.

The Colonial Secretary: No steps have been
taken to enforce payment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is an evasion!
I do not think the Minister is frank. He
means that the local authorities bave not ac-
tually prosecuted pensionérs. All the ordinary
steps taken in regard to other ratepayers
have Dbeen taken agzinst pensioners. They
have been notified in the usnal way and asked
to pay up. But because the road board has
not acutally gone to the length of prosecuting
pensioners, the Colonial Scerctary says no
steps have been taken to enforce paymeat!
That is a mere evasion, The Minister would
actually claim as  evidenee of the board’s
sympathetic attitude that they do not go
to the ertreme of dragging pensioners into
the court. They take all ordinary routine
measures, but becnnse they stop short at the
door of the police eourt, the Colonial Secre-
tary would take eredit for generosity to-
wards pensioncrs. That is the attitude of the
Minister.

The Colonial Secretary: The Act gives the
protection necessary.

ITon. P. COLLTER: The Minister does not
know anything ahout the Aect, although for
long years he hasz been associated with the
road teard. The Act merely gives the board
power to exempt pensioners from payment.
The Minister, although he has heen only 12
months in Parliament, ought to know the
difference between power to cxXempt and
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actual protection, The Act affords pensioners
no protection whatever, and the Minister
ought to know that. He is evading the issue.
I can only ecome to the coneclusion that those
members who have put up tlese miserable
olhjections to-night are really anxzious to se-
cure Jayment from pensioners.

Mr. MacCallom Smith: The Perth City
Council has issued a distress warrant against
a widow in Victoria Park,

Hon. P, COLLIER: I am not surprisal at
anything the Perth City Council might do.
I add that in this action the City of Perth
iz not alome. It iz in the imterests of those
old people that we should take away from the
Perth City Council the power to issue dis-
tress warrants. In this country we hoast
of our wonderful potentialities, our wonderful
wealth developed and undeveloped, of the
great future which is opening before us all;
yet here to-night we are spending time with
member after member miserably whining,
“'We ecannot afford a few hundred pounds for
the relief of these old age pensiomers.’’ It
does not do ws very much eredit. I commend
the hon. member for having introducud the
Bill, and I hope the amendment forcshadowed
by the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin) will be carried.

Mra. COWAN (West Perth) [9.28]: I in-
tend to support the second reading. I am
glad the Bill has been brought down. I
have known somc very unfortunate cases.
There is certainly something wrong with the
gyvstem that permits of such things, Tt is all
very well to say the Minister can remit, but
T shoulq like to know how often the Minister
does remit. But before it gets to that stage,
those unfortunate peopie have to vndergo the
humiliation of taking steps for relief, which
brings home¢ to them the fact that they are
in dependence on the community. Very often,
too, they are quite miee people, overtaken by
misfortune, It ia a perfeetly right and just
Bill, and we should support its principles as
we would also support the amendment indi-
cated by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle. T am glad this debatec has taken
place, beecanse it will show those unfortunate
people—uobody has ever put it to them be-
fore; I mysclf did not mow of it—that if
they go to the Minister they can, after much
trouble, have their rates remitted. I should
like to know how many cases have been re-
mitted, and why it is not mnde easier for
those people to reach the department with
requests for remission and be quickly replied
to, instead of having the humiliation of await-
ing the decision and feeling anxious and mis-
erable while they are so waiting. I strongly
ecammend the memher for Leederville for
bringing in the Bill, and I shall eertainly
support it.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.30]: T have
only ene feeling on this matter, and that is
that the Bill cannot be as far reaching as the
House desires. There are altogether tos few
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old age pensioners who have become benec-
ficiarica under the Act, aand it should be the
desire of the House to extend its active sym-
pathy so far as possible in the reduction of
these rates. T support the second reading.

Mr, SIMOXNS (East Perth) [9.31]: I sup-
port the Bill. Respeect for old age and con-
sideration for those who have fought the
battle of life and pioneered this country
and bave now reiched the sere and yellow
leaf should proinpt us to be generous, While
some of the municipalities may experience
a shrinkage of revenue, it will be so alight
in proportion to the general income that a
very mild re-distribution of rates in connee-
tion with those left to contribute to the
city revenues will easily compensate for
any loss which may occur through the
passage of this measure. There is no ques-
tion that the operation of the system of old
age pensions has taken a course which was
never intended by its framers, It has be-
come increasingly difficult to obtain a pen-
sion. A pension js only granted after the
geverest inquigitorial examination.

Mr. Willecock: And obe every year.

Mr. SIMONS: An examination practically
open for review when many of the recipients
have not the mental strength or bodily
health to effeetively defend their claimsg to
whaf should be a right instead of, as is too
often officially regarded, a privilege. 1 am
aware that the distribution of old age pen-
gions is a Commonwealth function, and
therefore we cannot discuss the system in
detail. However, this is one of the rarc
occasions when the State can do something
to make the last years of the lives of its
citizens a little easier. It is our fumetion
as & State Parliameat without being maudlin
or mushy to try to do something to make
a little happier those whose footsteps are
turning to that bourne whenee no traveller
returns. I am very pleased that the mem-
ber for Leederville has given us an oppor-
tunity to supplement this function of pen-
sioning which has heen carried out by the
Commonwealth authority.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville—in reply)
[9.34]: I have heard such varied expressions
of opinion te-night from varions members
that the difference of their attitude at the
begiuning and close of their speeches, as
lightly touched on by the Leader of the
Opposition, brought te my mind a few lines
from Shakespeare which I have since turned
up— .

““Be thou a spirit of health or goblin

damned

Bring with thee airs from heaven or
blasts from hell,

Be thy intents wicked or charitable,

Thou com’st in such a questionable
shape

That I will speak to thee.”’

Some of the commendations levelled at me
have been in very queslionable shape. I



850

have been commended for bringing in the
Bill until I have blushed with all the coy-
ness of my youth for such a time that I
conld blush no more. But it has come to
this that members, in the enthusiasm of
their eommendation have forgotten to sup-
port my Bill as I would have liked them to
do. Probably the most remarkable feature
of the whole debate has been the attitude
adopted by the Minister for Works, He
wag in the most amiable of moods to-might
aund, for the first time in my short experi-
ence as a member of this House, desired to
make us believe that he wag at least willing
to eat humble pie. I have never seen the
Minister s0 keen to consult the people be-
fore we placed on them any further imposi-
tion. I have never known bim to be so
concerned that we should consult the wishes
of every little local authority in this huge
State of Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: The only humble
pie wag in your imagination.

Capt. CARTER: He went so far as to
suggest that I shounld withdraw and ask per-
migsion of the local authorities to again
bring this Bill before the House.

The Minister for Works: I think you
ghould have the decency to consult them
anyhow,

Hon. P. Collier: Or write to them.

Capt. CARTER: Or personally visit them.
That has been the attitude of the Perth City
Council. Being a little more broad-minded
than they are, I would not do it, but they
took the matter into their own hands, and
distributed the ecirculars, so far as I can
agcertain, to every local authority in the
State.

The Minister for Works: T was not aware
of that when I spoke. I have only learned
it asince.

Capt. CARTER: I am not suggesting that
the Minigter is responsible. I kunow that
the Perth City Counecil are responsible for
the propaganda levelled at this measure ever
since it wasg first introduced into the House.
I shall tell members the whole history of
the ecase. I went in a straightforward way
to the Town Clerk of Perth and told him
of my intention and asked him for informa-
tion with regard to the eld age pensioners
who owned property and were paying rates
to the City Council. Be said he would go
into the matter, and if pessible give me the
jnformation. That was about a2 month ago,
I have not heard anything further from him,
but T in common with other members re-
ceived a letter similar to that received by
the coun¢il at York and forwarded fo the
member for the distriet. That letter, in my
opinion, contains certain very grave mis-
statements of faets, It gives numbers
which I am not going to place before the
House, becanse members ¢an see them in
the table set forth, I have just as much
right to express my opinion, becanse they
give no proof of the statements they make.
Thev have grossly misrepresented the case
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with a view to inereasing the opposition to
the Bill. It is not my intention, mor is it
the responsibility of any member intro-
ducing a Bill, to go cap in hand to any local
autherity and ask their permission to do so.
The whole question is one that this House
and +this House alone should settle. T was
very pleased to hear the remarks of the
member for North-Eagt Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin). He is a mon of much wider
experience than T, and he suggested what
in my opinion is an exiecllent ameudment
which I shall be prepared to accept in the
Committee stage, namely that the cxemption
period during which an old age pensioner is
Jiving in his house ghuall be only until the
time of his death and that it shall be
a first charge on the property before it is sold
or at his death, whichcver may be the sooner.
Bueh an amendment will cover all the objec-
tions which have been raised to-night. T have
not heard one really logical objection to the
Bill other than that it would impose & big
charge on loeal authorities. T am plensed to
aceept the suggestion of the member for
North-Bast Fremantle, I would go further
than e went and say that it means giving
eredit over an average period of five to eight
years., These old age pensioners who, towards
the end of their lives arc coming to the Gov-
criment for this pension help, have but a few
years before them—on an average five to
eight years. At the end of that period or
whatever the average may prove to be, the
local authoritics will get their money. Mean-
while certain relief of a practical nature will
be given to people who are in dire distress.
The member for Subiaco (Mr. Richardson)
eaid I was introdncing an altogether new
principle inte cur legislation. In my opinion
T have touched on a principle which is as old
or older than Christianity, namely the prin-
ciple of charity. We are not asking the loeal
authorities to look after our old age and in-
valid pensioners, and the hon. member’s state-
ment about Cottesloe was about the weakest
and most illogical argument which could be
advanezd. 'There is no suggestion or possi-
bility of the sum total of our old age pen-
siouers being grouped together in Cottesloe,
Subiaeo, Fremantle or anywhere else. As the
proposal will not alter in any respect the dis-
tribution of our old age pensioners, it is not
going to hit any one loeal authority harder
than another. 1 was sorry to note the Co-
lonial Becretary's attitude to the Bill. He
quoted the Municipal Corporations and Reada
Acts, and indicated sections which stated that
under the auothority or by permission of the
Minister, bad debis might be written off.
Why write them off? Why make them bad
debts when this Bill, amended in the direction
suggested by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, will make the concession in the nature
of an exemption or loan for 2 period and
will be a first charge on the property.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Eighty to ninety per
cent. of the rates written off are in respect
of property purchased by the Government
after the striking of the rates.
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Capt. CARTER: It is possible the local
authorities will find that their coffers will not
be affected very much if the exemption period
of, say, five years is agreed to. The member
for Menzies (JMr., Mullany) mentioned that 1
was simply seeking to legislate for a parti-
cular seetion of old age pensioners; that a
man with a house would not pay and the other
man would. With the Leader of the Opposi-
tion I maintain that we are not giving any-
thing to the man who has a house which, hy
his own industry, he has built up in his hey-
day and is now enjoying in his old age. We
are relieving him, by way of a bonus for his
industry, of eertain disabilities or obligations,
We are not giving to one at the expemse of
another; we are not pgiving to one to the
nepleet of another. We are loaning to one or
relieving him of certain obligations.

Afr, Mullany: Your Bill does not suggest
that.

Hon, P. Coliier: You announced your wil-
lingness to accept the amendment before you
spoke,

Capt. CARTER: Yes; I indicated my ae-
ceptance of the amendment when the member
for North-East Fremantle was speaking.
There can be no objection to the Bill. There
is nothing insidious about it. Ti has all the
innocenee of charity. I have known cases and
there are cases recurring daily of dire dis-
tress in onr midst, and in the light of our
experience of the heavy cost of living and the
peenliar conditions under whiech we are living,
this small exemption c¢an well be granted
by the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; Capt. Carter in
¢harge of the Bill

Clanse 1-—Short title:

Mr. DAVIES: Tf the title is passed as
printed, will that pravent anyonc from
amending Clause 2 by the inclusion of other
persons than those specified in the clause?

The CHATRMAN: No.

Clause put and passed.
Clanse 2—Exemption from rates:
Mr, DAVIES: T move an amendment—

That in line 2 after the fignres ‘119087’
the words ‘‘and those in teceipt of State
relief’’ be inserted.

If it is intended to extend relief to old age
pensioners it should also be extended to those
in receipt of 9s. a week from the State Chari-
ties Department. Whether or not T safe-
guarded myself in the remarks T made on the
Bill, I cannot be said to have made the dead
fish utterance that was made by the Leader of
the Opposition. A dead fish is that which
goes with the tide.

Hon. P. Gollier: T pay as mnch in rates as
yon do.

Mr. DAVIES: Becanse the hon. member
lives in a more aristoeratic suburb. A dead
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fish goes with the tide and cannot awim
against it,

The CHAIRMAN: We are not talking
about fish.

Mr. DAVIES: I had not suggested that
relief should not be afforded to old
age pensiohers, but that relief should bo
extended to other people I have men-
tioned. T certainly received a letter from
the West Guildford Roard Board, every mem-
ber of which belongs to a union. They are
opposed to the Bill on the ground that it
should be extended in other directions, and
not merely confined to a certain section of
the people. I cannot understand why an at-
tempt shovl® have been made to score politi-
cally over a member in this connection. T
have never attempted to seore off any other
member. The Leader of the Opposition read-
ily went to the assistance of the member for
Leederville, but he was silent respecting the
member for North-East Fremantle who wns
dlso opposed to the Bill in its present form.

My. Lambert: On a point of order: The
hon. member is not speaking to the amend-
ment, but is making a second reading speech.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Mr. DAVIES: I wish the same co-
operation was shown on this side of the
House when a member is being attacked as
is shown on the other side of the House.

The CHATRMAN: It is competent for a
member to move an amendment that is rele-
vant to the Bill. If the amendment before
the Committee is carried it will then be neces-
sary to amend the title of the Bill

The PREMIER: The amendment might ex-
cmpt hundreds of prople whe are temporarily
in receipt of State relief. People occasionally
helped by the Charities Department are in a
different position from those in receipt of
ol age pentions. I hope the Committee will
nat agree that everyonme in receipt of State
relicf shall be exempt from municipal taxa-
tion.

Mr. DAVIES: I want to make a distine-
tion between people in receipt of temporary
relief, say in case of unemployment, and peo-
ple in receipt of permanent relief, I desire to
obtain this further relief in such a case as
that of a widow whose husband died of tuber-
eulosis in the Wooroloo Sanatorium, and who
is in receipt of 93. per week for herself and
9s, for each of her six children.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: That is 63a. per week.

Mr, DAVIES: But there are seven persons
living on that amount. I ask leave to amend
my ameadment to read—

And those in receipt of permanent Stato
relief.

Leave given; the amendment amended ac-
cordingly.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: In this State there
are no persons in receipt of permanent State
relief except such as are on the Estimates.
Relief given through the Charities Department
may he stopped any day, being entirely at the
diseretion of the Minister. Again, State te-
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Jicf may be granted saveral times during the
course of a year, In the ease of a widow
with ¢hildren it is very diffieult to arrive at
the total income of the family if some of
the children are working, On the other hand,
the oll age pemsioner is limited to 15s3. per
week, unless he is assisted by amy of his
family, or is able to do some work; aud in the
latter case he is not allowed to carn more
than 10s, per weck. Pcople are not likely to
varn much after reaching the age of 65.
1f the wife of an old age pengioner is under
ti0 years of age, the maximum joint pension
for the couple iy £65 per annum. The amend-
went would entail o congiderable amount of
work in the municipal offices, which wonld
have to be continually ascertzining from the
Ntate department, which would also require
additional staff, the names of pérsons in re-
ceipt of temporary reliecf. No person can
¢Jaim relief from the State, in the same way
ny the old age pension can be elaimed. State
relief is purely a matter within the option
of the Minister.

Hon. P, COLLTIER: The amendment seems
hardly practicable. No doubt many persons
in receipt of State relief would be deserving
of the further relief proposed by the amend-
ment, On the other hand, many such cases
might not merit this additional assistance.
Tn numerous instances people in receipt of
State relief are drawing £3, £3 10s., and as
much as £4 per week. On the goldfields they
draw 25s. or 30s. per week from the Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund, and also 25s. or 30s.
per week from the State, making a total of
about £3 per weck. Again, people are fre-
quently in receipt of Btate relief for a por-
tion of the year, possible three months or six
months. TE the member for Guildford de-
sires to assist persoms in receipt of State re-
lief, the proper channel is not through the
medium of this Bill but by way of an increase
of the scale of State relief.

Mr. Davies: That applies to the Federal
Pension.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The objection might be
met by increasing the rat® to more than 9s.
per week, but certainly not by putting every-
body on an equal footing through the carry-
ing of this amendment. I am glad that my
previous remarks have had the effect of mak-
ing the member for Guildford take a definite
vourse for ouce in his life.

The Minister for Mines: HMe is generally
pretty definite.

Mr. Davies: Perhaps T am too definite for
you.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member re-
minds me of that historical personage who—
Tn the course of ome revolving moon

Was poet, statesnran, fiddler and buffoon.

My, Davies: The deseription fits yon
nicely.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The hon. member is
like the revolving lautern of a light-house,
which faces every point of the compass in
turn. Let us examine his position. I dare
not impute motives, and I suggest that the
lion. member is actuated by ne other desire
than that of giving the relief which his

.amendment sets out.
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He raised no end of
cbjections to the Bill on the ground that it
was imposing taxation upon only a section
of the people, namely, the ratepayers,
He said it was going to cost the pov-
erty-stricken  Guildford mumicipality #£150
a  year. Yet Dby this amendment he
seeks to inerease the burden on the rate-
payers, a burden whieh, he pointed out,
lodgers and single men would escape alto-
gether. He is going right back along the
irack of the arguments whiech he used
against the Bill. XNow he hay shifted his
ground once more, saying he was not
opposed teo the velief suggested by the
measure. T will assist the hon. member by
voting for lLis amendment if he will make
jt workable, I am not satisfied that in its
present form it is workable. This amend-
ment will not do it, It will give relief to
those not entitled to it in many directions,
while failing to give relief to others who
are entitled to it, I suggest that the amend-
ment should be re-drafted, so as to benefit
those who are entitled fo the assistance.

Mr. PICKERING: The amendment might
Le drafted alvng the following lines: ‘‘Such
recipients of State relief as may be recom-
mended from time to time by the State -
Charities Department.’’

The Minister for Mines: That is the posi-
tion now.

Hon. P. Collier: The department would
recommend them every time!

Mr. PICKERING: The Charities Depart-
ment would know the deserving cases which
were more or less permanent, and they counld
make the necessary recommendation,

Hon. P. Collier : The Charities Depart-
ment would reduce their payment and pass
it on to the local authorities.

Mr. PICEERING: That should not be the
attitude of a Charities Department. We
congidered the measure at first along the
lines suggested Ly the mmember for Leeder-
ville together with the amendment indicated
by the member for North-East Fremantle,
but we see that it may become more re-
stricted than members desire. I think fhe
amendment I suggest should meet the posi-
tion as we are viewing it now,

The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for
Guildford desire to withdraw his amendment?

Mr. DAVIES: Not for the time being, as
I want to see where we stand. It means
tlat we are asked to give relief to those
already receiving assistance from the de-
partment, whereas the pensioncrs

The Mimster for Mines: That i= very
different.

Mr. DAVIES: It is not differeat in prin-
ciple. .

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Tt is entirely differ-
ent.

Mr. DAVIES: I am open to conviction.
The Bill is one to relieve invalid and old
age pensionmers. The wmember for North-
East Fremantle has been in charge of the
Charities Department and I want to ask
him what would be the position of a mother
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who has three young ehildren and who may,
or may not, be able to work,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It would all depend.

Hon. P. Collier: Some of those women
¢an work and some cannot.

Mr, DAVIES: I want to help those who
chouot work,

Hon. P. Collier: That is the trouble with
your amendment; it covers all,

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: The State pays in
nccordance with what is required; the Fed-
eral payment js fixed.

The Minister for Mines: The difference
is that the State allowance is fixed after
ascertaining what the incomings and out-
goings may be. That is where the difference
comes in,

Mr, DAVIES: But it is nover in excess
of 98. a week.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Yes, it is.

The Minister for Mines: Of course, it is,

Mr, DAVIES: The superintendent in-
formed me that it was so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is for childrea.

Mr. DAVIES: No, for the mother.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Phat is not so unless
the system has been altered.
names of some who get 10s.

Mr. DAVIES: I should have the assist-
ance of members and the Minister to get
over this difficulty.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Members
should have a proper understanding of the
difference between old age and invalid pen-
sions and ihe relief given by the State. In
the former instance, irrespective of the
charges levied from week to week on the
individual, the old age pension is a definitely
fixed amount. In the case of State relief, an
officer thoroughly inquires into the position
of the applicant with a view to ascertain-
ing the outgoings and the receipts.
Then t{he Mjnister ia recommended to give
so much per ehild per week and if
there is any particular outgoing, an extra
allowanee is granted to the mother herself.
I know some cases where the actual ecarnings
in a home are more than they were before
the father died. .

Hon. P. Collier: And distinetion is also
made between those who pay rent and those
who own their own homes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Members
cannot draw a parallel between the Federal
pensions and State relief, It is absurd to at-
tempt to do so; they are dealt with along
entirely different lines.

Mr. LATHAM: T hope ncither the amend-
ment nor the suggestion of the member for
Svssex will be carried, because there is no
necessity for either. If any further
relief is neeessary, surely the State can give
it quite apart from the Bill. I understand
it is proposed to make this a charge against
land until the beneficiaries or those purchas-
ing the land dispose of it or bemefit by it.

The Minister for Mines: I think we will
be surprised by the transfers from son to
father if this Bill is passed.
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Mr. LATHAM: There is nothing to pre-
vent this extra relief being made a charge
againgt the land until the pensioner is dead.
I cannot see the slightest necessity for either
amendment unless it be to kill the Bill. I do
not think that is the intention of either hon.
member. If there is extra assistanee re-
gnired for these people, the relief from the
Charities Department can be increased.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, we can take
it out of the defieit.

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for York’s
argument is a peculiar one. If anything can
be supplemented by the State, he and his
party may be expected to advocate it

Mr, Latham: Many of the old age pen-
stonera would not accept relief from the Chari-
ties Department.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that. It
is a great error to provide in the elause that
while making acerued rates & charge on the
property we are to exempt a man-when he
s a temant.

The CHAIRMAN: We will discuss that
when we come to it. Just now there is an
amendment before the Chamber.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not think any good
purpose will be served by the amendment,
but I cannot see any real difference between
charitable relief and relief afforded in any
other way.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister for Railways
said that widows and orphans are in receipt
of more relief than are pensioners. That
is not so. A pensioner may be drawing 15s.
per week and earning another 10s., wlereas
a widow in reccipt of State relief gets 9s.
per week, I do not know of one in receipt
of more.

Mr. Munsie: I know of one who is getting
15s. weekly from the State Charities De-
partment,

Mr., DAVIES: The hon. member was on
the committee that inquired into the State
Charities Department, and he knows of but
onc¢ such instance. I have no objection to
giving relief to people in receipt of 13s
weekly, but I am averse to doing it at the cost
of otbers in receipt of perhaps only 8s
weekly.

The Premier: We cannot pass too mueh on.

Mr. DAVIES: Apparently it is coming to
be realigsed that what at first appeared to be
an innocent measure is likely to prove some-
thing more than that.

Mr. Johnston: What Adifference will this
make to Guildford$

Mr. DAVIES: Even in Guildford are some
in receipt of State aid, and they will have
io come to the relief of the municipality when
these exempted rates require to be made up.
It is necessary to look at the Bill from all
angles.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Youn are looking at it
from the wrong angle, and are only blocking
the Bill. i

Hon. P. Collier: You are defeating the Bill
by this side issue.

Mr. DAVIES: While I am here I am going
to stress that point. I was in the House
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when the other measure was brought down,
and I remember the hostile reception it met.

Hon, P, Collier: Your amendment will
afford reclief to many not in need of it,

Mr, DAVIES: The insertion of ‘‘10s. per
week’’ might safegumard that point.

The Minister for Mines: Ten shillings per
week for how long?

Mr. DAVIES: For, say, six months prior
to the date for the payment of rates.
To objeet on the grounds that the amount
given by the State is in excess of that given
by the pensions department is entirely
Wrong.

Hon. W. . Angwin:
of a family.

The Minister for Mines: T said the State
relief was in accordance with the require-
ments of each case, but the Uommonwealth
pension was uot.

Mr. DAVIES: If a man is getting 15s. a
week and a family of three are getting 9s.
each, which represents the greater amount
amount per individual?

Mr. Mann: The poiut is that the one is
past work and some of the others might be
ahle to work.

Mr., DAVIES: The department give 9s.
2 week to a woman in addition to her ebildren
provided she remains at home with them.

Mr. MULLANY: I move—
That progress be reported.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You gain your end
by trying to defeat the Bill.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. DAVIES: T zsk leave to withdraw
my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2, ‘‘shall’’ be struck out
with a view to inserting ‘‘may claim to.*’
There may be some pensioners who prefer to
pay their rates rather than have them accn-
mulata on the property. If they make a claim
te have the rates deferred, they should be

deferred.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment— -

That the words *‘may claim to’’ be inserted

in lien of the word struck omt.

It is my intention to move later on that the
following be inserted:—**In which event such
payment of rates shall be deferred and the
rates shall remain a charge on the property
and payable on scle of the property or death
of the pensioner, whichever event shall first
happen.’’

Mr. LAMBERT: I disagree with the hon.
member. If we lay dowa a principle that old
apge and invalid pensioners should be exempt
from muszicipal taxation, we should adhere
to it. We should not make the rates a charge
on the property. The properiy may be mort-
gaged and the mortgagee might objeet to the

It is true in the case
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imposition of this charge. I commend th
member for Leedervile for introducing th
Bill, but to make the rate a permanen
charge on property will spoil the good effec
of the measure. The amount involved i
ounly small.

Hon. W. . Angwin:
of pounds.

Mr. LAMBERT: TIf this is made a per
manent charge on the property, shall we b
giving old age pensioners anything?

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member i
dealing with a proposed amecndment and uo
the ancndment before the Chair,

Mr. RICHARDSON: I like the iden of th
amendment, but should not we lay down som
time exemption? Rates have to be strueck i
advance, This proposal will involve Subiar
to the extent of about £2,000. We canno
strike a rate until we know whether the pen
sioners are going to claim exemption.

The CRHAIRMAN: How does that aifec
the amendment under consideration?

Mr, RICHARDSON: The pensioners ma;
elaimn or they may not,

Hon. W, G, ANGWIN: Unless claimg ar
made for cxemption, the municipality will no
know who the old age pensioners are. It ca
then form an aproximate estimate as to wha
it is likely to lose. After the first year th
loss would not amount to much.

The Minister for Mines: If o place is mort
gaged, will the mortgagee suffer this? Yo
may be doing the pensioner an injury,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not one elaim haw
T filled nwp where the property has been mort
gaged. The words ‘'may claim to be ex
empt’’ should meet &1 requirements.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I move a furthe
amendmeint—

That after the figures ‘¢1919’’ in lim
4 the words ‘‘and the water and sewerag
rates’’ he inserted.

[ do not sec why the local authorities shouls
be the only people affected. The Government
too, ought to be included.

The Minister for Mines:
tric current?

The PREMIER: We have beea very gemer
ous in giving away the rates of municipalitiés
but before we go any further I think we
should know where things are trending.

Progress reported.

It means thousand

What about elec

House adjourned at 10.56 p.m



